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Catholike, tOA Romaine pretended 


I herein vppon occaſion of contronerſie 


. touching the CatholikeChurchthe 12.13.and 14, 
Chap.of the Reuclations are breifly and trulze expounded, 


Which conreine the true cſtare thereof, from the birth 
of Chriſt, to the end of the world, 
| Rnaver. Car, 6, & 7 
Veni, & vide, Lege, perlege, ncellige, erede & yiue. 
FVens vi videas, Vide vt legas, Lege vt perlegas, perlege wi tiutelogas 
FE ge Vs credas, Crede Vs VItan, 
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ALETTEEX: 
ten by a true ChriſtiawCathq- 


licke, to a Romane preten-,, 
dcd Catholike. . 


S it hath pleaſed Als 
mightic God in theſe latter 
daics with the ſpirite of his 
mouthe to waſte and con- 
ſumethe Kingdome of An- 
tichriſt,and to ere and re- 
eſtabliſhe the Church and 
Kingdome of Chriſt , delt- 


the Diuell and his adhzrents in no age beene more 
forward or furious, either to ſuſtaine the tottring_ 
towers of the one, or to hinder and ſupprefle the 1n- 
creaſe and augmentation of the other, to which end 
henow moſt carefullic armeth,as it were for the latk 
confli&, with malice, fraude and force , his Linetes 
nant generall,the Biſhop of Rome with his freindes 
and confederates the fauorites of that Babilonian 
ſtrumpet, who ſeing her ſelf forſaken , het*painted 
ſhewes, her deceitfull, toyes andtraſh , both” deſct= 
phered and deſpifed by al ſounde indgements,ftors - 
meth like another uno, enraged with maliceand. 


 madneſle, carying 
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A LETTER WRITTEN 


— - 4a mente repoſiums 


Iudicium Paridu, ſpretaque iniuria forme 


_ —  Layd Y he deepeſt thought, 
The doome of Parts, and the wrong of bewty ſet at noughe, 
This her malice, that ſhe may the more furiouſlye 
execute againſt this realme of England ſometime 
her darling, but now herinfeſt, ſhe putteth all mea- 
nes in proofe & praGiiie, that either fraude or force 
may miniſter ynto her . She frameth: vnto her ſelfe 
inſtruments of our owne nation to wreak her wrath 
vppon their natiue countrie, ſhe bewitcheth them 
with the ſleights and forceries of error and ſuperſtt- 
tion, and {oſendeth them to allure & ſeduce others: 


ſhe maketh rhem brokers of her bewtie, extollers of 


her power, publiſhers of her praiſes, and miniſters 
of her praQtiſes. They tearme her the Sea of holines, 
the Catholike Church, the ſpouſe of Chriſt,the mo= 
ther of the faithfull, 


Luiſques amat ranam, vanam pretat eſſe Dianamn 


Who ſoa frog doth lone, loe he 
-That frog Diana thinks to be, 


Whereas in truth ſhee is thechaire of peſtilence, the 
feate of Antichriſt, the forge of treaſons, the recep- 
tacle of traitors , the cage of cuery filthie and yn- 
cleane bird, the hell of the lining, and a ſeconde Ba- 
bylon, as it was well noted by Perrarch comparing 
her with the former in an epiſtle writte vnto a frend 
Furt ia omnium peſfima , eaque tempeſtate fediſiima : hee 
Vero 1am non clas, ſed iruarum ac lemurum dom; eft, 


. © bf brewiter dicam, ſcel:rum at que omnium dedecoruns 
ſentina. Fuentium etiam infernus, tanto ante dauidico 04 


Fenotatus quam fundains aut cogritus. Ourcquid de A ſſte 


ric, vl AE 'g1p01e Babil one, qui cquid de quaruor Labyrin- 
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' this; quicquid de Averno Irmine;deque Tartares ſil us ſul- 
| phureiſque paludibus legiitt, huic Tartaro aumodum fabu- 
2 laeſt. Hic Turrifucus ſimul & terrificus Numrhodyhic pha= 
| retrata Semiramis, hic inexerabilus 21nos, hic RhaJamay 
' thus, hic Cerberus Þnimuerſa con(umens, hkic Tauro ſuppoſita 
Paſiphae, mixtumg, genus, ( quod Taro att ) prol e/4, bife an, 
mi, Minotaurus ieit Yeneru montmenta nephande, Hic 
' poſtrema,, quicquid confuſum, quicguid atrum, quicquid 
 horribile V/quam eft aut {ngituraſpicias, exc. That was 
of al other the worſe, and in that age the molt filthy 
This nowe is not acittie,but the houle of terrefiing 
' ſpirits and deuils,and that I may ſpeake breiflie, the 
: ſinke of all wickedneſle and ſhameful diſhoneſty, the 
| hell of the living noted by the mouthe of Dauid ſo 
Jong before it was either knowne, .or the foundati- 


| of the Affirian or Egiptian Babylon, whatſoeuer of 
| the foure Laberinths, whatſocuer of the tal of Auer- 
'nus, of the hellie woods and Brim(tomie mariſhes is 
:ynto this Hell but (as it were ) a fable. Heere that 
'toureformer and terrifier Nimrhod, Here 1s the 
|warlike harlot Semiramis . Here is the yntreatable 
*Minos, here is Rhadamantnus, hereis Cerberus de- y 
'uouring all things , here is the beaſtlie bullouer Pa- Bu 


andthe biformed i{ſue , Minotaurus the moniment 

ofa wicked luſt, finally here thou maiſt behold what 
; thing ſocuer is lothſome, and what horrible thing 
 ſoeuer 15 cither found or feyned. 
* Butthis will they not ſeethat blinded with affe- 
: tion, and banded into faction labor and indeuour 
+to blinde and bewitche others,ſeducing the ambl- 
*tious with promiſes of honor, the ſimple and igno- 


their hipocriſie to be pictie, their ſuperſtition to bee; |, 
A 1y religion 
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religion, their falſchoode to be faithfulneſſe : their 


beneither treacherie to their prince nor treaſon to 


to their conſciences,and an vniting of themſclues to 
the miſticall bodie of Chriſt, Butin this 


Piridi latet anguis in berba, 


Within the graſſe that ſhowes ſo greens 
© An adder lurks that is not ſeene, 


For in truth this their reconciliation(which they 


of Antichriſt, ynfaithfull roGod, diſloyall to theyr 
prince, treacherous to their countrie, as hauiug 
yowed their obedience to the mortall enimie of all 


 hanereconciled many, and now of late in this coun- 
_ tnie they haue trauelled much, I knowe they arc «3, 


"man T doe pitty you, as a'reconciled man (ifſuche a 
"one you be)I muſt deteſt you, ſith thereby you haue 


'  #abandonedthe milticall body of Chriſte, 


. 


 reconcilement to the Romain Church and Prelat, to 


their countrie, but a ſafetic to their ſoules, quietnes | 


= perceaue not) cutteth them off from the Church of | 
| Chriſt, and maketh them the limmes and members ' 


three. It is a miſterie repleniſhed with miſchiefe, a 
clowd couering many cruell intentes,a Troian horſe ' 
full of Greekiſh or rather Romiſh & Reamiſh wiles, ? 
and wickednefſle, a diueliſh and Popiſh practiſe, a 
Maſleſecreate prouided for the Maſlacring of Eng- ! 
land. By theſe meanes, treaſons are conſpired , for- | 
ces are prepared , monies collected , euill minds ys | 
nited, fires kindled within our owne bowels : tw 
2.8 the whiche forraine flames will ſoone beeadded to 
58 coſlume ys: the minifters of theſe miſchiefes are crept | 
, = ynto our Dioces, they haue peruerted manye, they | 
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vnknowne to you, and thateither their woordes or | 
writings or both haue yery much prevailed: with | 
you. Asa gentleman I do fauour you, as a ſeduced | 


eie 
to 


ro 
1Cs | 
to | 
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toyned your ſelfe to the miſchieuous body of Anti- 
chriſt, In that you came of curteſie to ſee me,I muſt 


| thanke you, and am right ſorye my leiſure did not 


ſerne me to haue further {peches with you. You de- 
livered ynto me two Propoſitions, as the grounde- 
worke of your opinion, the one, that the principles 
of your doctrine, are grounded firmelie vpon the ca- 
tholike Church, which antiquitie, yniuerſalitie,and 
conſent doe plainelie make manifeſt ynto you. The 
other , that the ſignes giuen of a true Church by the 
of the reformed religion,which are the ſincere prea- 
ching of the worde , the right adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments, religious prayers & holeſome diſcipline 
are no true fignes of a true Church,but ſo to aftirme 
them is an error 1n Logique, for that the Church is a 
Ggne of them, and not they of the Church. For your 


: firſt propoſition that the errors thereof may better 
| appeare, I will brieflic handle theſe 3.points. 


Firſt that neither the Catholike Church nor the 


| doctrine, antiquity, vniuerſality,or conſent thereof 
can otherwiſe be knowne then by the ſcriptures. 


Secondly, that ſundry principles of your religion 


| are not at all grounded vpon the catholike Church. 


Thirdly, that the Romaine Church vpon the 


which your principles are grounded, is neither the 
; Catholike Church, nor a ſounde member of the ca- 
x tholike church. 


Foryour 2. propoſition , that the errors thereof 
may likewiſe be ſeene, I will in few words deale with 


7 «2 three points. 


Firſt that of a particuler Church no better indge- 


| | ment can be giuen, whether it be ſounde or vnſound 
# orof two particuler Churches which is the ſounder, 


then by the worde and doatrine that they preach,by 


the ſacraments that they miniſter , by the praters | 


that 
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that they vſe,and by the diſcipline that they exerciſe 
for where theſe are moſte purelieſt and perfe&lieſt 
done, that Church is to be thought the pureſt and 
perfefteſt member of the Catholike Church. Where 
theſe are impureſt and corrupteſt, that Churchis to | 
be iudged the impureſt and corrupteſt member,8& 
where theſe are not atall, there is to bee accompted | 
no vitible Church to beat all. Thus to affirme 1s ary * 
error in Logike bur a truth in diujnitie: 
Secondly that of thetruth ofthe dofrine, of the * 
right adminiſtration of the ſacraments, of the ſince- 
ritie and puritie of the praiers , of the godly exerciſe 
of the diſcipline in any Church , the onelye perfe&te | 
abſolute and true touchſtone is the holy ſcripture, ? 
which ought diligently to beread of all men. 
Thirdlie that for the true vnderſtanding of the 
Scripture in thoſe things that are neceſlarie, the cir- 
cumſtance of the place, the conference of other pla- | 
ces, the proportion of the doarine, the ſummary of ! 
our faith, and the holy Ghoſt working in our harts ' 
doe ſufficiently enable and enlighten vs. f 
 Theholy Catholike Church wee define to bee the ? 
congregation , companie and ſocietie of all thoſe ? 
that haue belecued in Chriſt from the beginning of # 
the world to this preſent time, all that nowe belecue ' 
in him, and all that from henceforth ſhall beleue in ' 
him tothe end of the world. Itis called San#a holy | 
becauſc it is ſancified & hallowed by the holy ghoſt * 
1t1s called Catholica, catholjke or yniuerſall, becauſe * 
it conteyneth all ages, all places, al perſons that be- | 
leeue: itis called Zccleffa, becauſeirt is a calling out 
Oreuocation of people out of ignorance and error 
vnto the faith and knowledge of God. This Church 
is the miſticall body of Chriſt, who is the trueand 
onely heade of it, which gouerneth it in omnipote- 
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cie, and is ioyned vnto it in charitie. Sam? Auguſtine 
pon the 56. pſalme, confirmeth this our definition of the 
Church. 

Corpus Chriſti eft Eccleſia non autem ifta aut illa , ſed 
goto orbe diffuſa, nec ea que nunc eft in hommibus qui pre= 
ſentem vitam aguntiſed ad eam pertinentibus etiam ys qui 
fuerunt ante nos, & ys qui futurt ſunt pott nos , V/que in 
finem [eculi: tota emm Eccleſia conftans ex omnibus fidels- 
bus, quia fideles omnes ſunt membra Chrifts babet ilud ca- 
put poſitum mm celeſtitus quod gubernat corpwſuum, & ſo 
ſeperatum eft a viſrone, annetitur Charitate . The body 
of Chriſtis the church, yet not this church or thar, 
but that whiche is diſperſed throughout the whole 
world , neither yet that alone which is 1n men that 
live at this preſent, but that ynto which they likewiſe 
appertayned that haue bene before ys , and thatare 
to come after vs ynto the worlds end.For the whole 
churchconfiſteth of all the faithfull, for all the faith 
full are members of Chriſt, hauing that head placed 
in the heauenly places , which gouerneth his bodye, 
though it be ſeparate from theſight, it is adioyned 
In charitie, -/ 

It is deuided into two parts the militant and tri- 
umphant: the triumphant already in blifſe and glo- 
ry ineffable: the militant, hoping for the like hap- 
pineſſe, and in the meanetime vynder the banner of 
Chriſt Ieſus, warfaring heere on earth, againſt the 
world the fleſh and the Diuell. 

This church for antiquitie ſo auncient, for num- 
ber ſo great, foreſtate ſo diuers , for ſituation ſo v- 
niuerfall., no mans age coulde {erue toknowe, no 
mans knowledge were able to conceine , no mans 
conceit were of ſufficiecy to comprehend,if the holy 
Scriptures, wherein the ſpirit of God hath delivered 
theſe thinges for ourinſtrufion, were not extant a- 

| B. j. mongl{t 
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monelt vs. a 
In them we are taught that the churche began in 
Adam, that the firſt Martyr was Abel , the firſt perſe- 
cutor Cazn, that by the Breach of Gods commaun- 
derment mankinde fell into that miſerable and cor- 
rupt eſtate that it was not able to performe that Law 
of perfe& obedience and righteouineſle,that GOD ! 
had giuen and. graueninthe hartes and mindes of } , 
men, by the accompliſhment whereof, they wereto } , 
hauelife , and by the impeachment whereof they *' 
were to haue death eternall: and thatthen G O D 
in his infinite goodneſſe and mercie graunted a re- 
medie for vs in the promiſed ſeed , which ſhould re- 
ſtore mankinde, and treade down the ſerpents head : 
which was the firſt preaching of the Goſpell , publi- 
ſhed by God himſelfe, apprehended by taithe & be- : 
lecued by Adam, | 
Afterward of God reiterated to the holye Pa- 
triarches, by them imbraced and taught to their 
children and families, preached and foretolde by | 
the Prophetes , ſhadowed out in the Lawe written, 
& in the Leuitical ceremomies, performed in Chriſt, 
teſtified and publiſhed by the Apoſtles, confirmed 
with ſignes and miracles, beleened of al nations, ma- 
ligned by the Deuill, perſecuted by the wicked in all 
ages, and yet continued to the end of the worlde, 
by Gods eſpeciall grace & prouidence. Theſe things 
wee plainely ſee conteyned from the firſt of Genefss, 
to the laſt of the Reuelation, which otherwiſe coulde 
neuer haue come to our knowledge . In them wee 
may {ce the beginning increaſing continuanceand ©: 
perpetuation of the church,the eſtate and condition 
of itin tyme paſt,at this preſent, & in time to come: 
the doctrine deliuered by the holy Ghoſt to the Pa- 
triarches, to the Prophets, to the Apoſtles: and the 
; faith 
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faith imbraced by the children of God in all ages, 
there may we obſerue the antiquitie that yeeldeth 
to no nouelties, there may we ſee the vniuerſalitie, 
that giueth place to no ſchiſme or duiſion, there 
may we finde that conſent that grounded in veritye 
ts polluted with no error or iniquity . Therefore S. 
Auguſtine rightly tudgeth, that the catholike church is 
to be ſought in the Scriptures; his words are theſe: 
contra Petiliant Donat eprft, 

St antem Chrifti Eccleſia Canonicarum Scripturarum 
dings & certiſiims teftimonys in omnibus gentibus deſig- 
wata eft quicquid attulerint,& vndicung, recitauerintyqus 
dicunt ecce jo Chriſtus, ecce1llic + audiamw potis ſi owes 
ers ſummw, vocem Paſtors noftrs dicentis , Noltte credere: 
Illequippe ſmgule in multis Kev tibus,b1 tits eft non inue- 
niuntur: Har autem que vb1g; eft, etiam vbiille ſunt, in- 
wenttur : ergo in Scripturs ſanfts eam Eccleſiam ſcilicer 
requiramws , It the church of Chriſt throughout all 
nations be diſcerned by the divine and infallible te- 
ſtimonies of the Canonicall ſcriptures, whatſoeuer 
they ſhall bring, and whenceſocuer they wil alledge 
which ſaye, Lo heere1s Chriſt, Lo there is Chriſt. Ler 
ySheare rather (if we bee his ſheepe)the voice of our 
ſhepheard ſaying, Doe not beleue them, for al thoſe 
in many nations wherethe ſame 1s, are not founde, 
but this ſame which is cuery where, is alſo founde 
wherethey are,therefore let vs ſceke the ſame church 
11 the holy ſcriptures. 

And inhis treatiſe de vn:rate Eccleſ” cap. 16. Eccle- 
fram m ſcripturs ſans Canonicis debemus agnoſcere , non 
in varis hommum rumoritus, opmmonibus, fat dit, cr 
V1þis inquirere, Weare toacknowledge the church in 
the holye canonicall ſcriptures, and not to ſecke it 
in the Podric rumors, Opinions, doings, ſayings & 
conceits of men, 0 


B. 1}. ' And 
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Andagaineithis 166. epiſtle: In Seripturs didicr- 
mu Chriftum, im wINes didicimus Eccleſiam has ſcrip- 
turas communiter habemns, quare non in ys Chriſtum & 
Ecclefiam communiter retineamut In the Scriptures we 
haue-learned Chriſt, in the Scripturs we hane learned 
the church,this {cripture we haue common amongſt 
vs, wherefore doe wee notin them likewile reteirie 
Chriſt and theChurch? Fig 

Hereunto alſo accordeth Chry/oftome in his 49. ho- 
mily vpon Xath: Antea multis modss oftendebarur que 
eſſet Ecclefia Chrifti,nunc autem nullo modocognoſtitur ni- 
feper Scripruras. Before by many means was it ſhewed 
whiche was the churche of Chriſt , but nowe by no 
meanes is it knowne bat by the Scriptures. ag 
" Thusby the iudgement of theſe Fathers , and by 
thenature of the catholike church ir ſelfe, we ſee that 
the knowledge of it is to be deriued from the ſcrip- 
tures: which ſo being,what can be moreclearethen 
that neither prayers for the dead,nor inuocation of 
Saintes, nor worſhipping of images , northe Popes 
primacie oner the church , nor his ſaperiority ouer 
princes and kingdomes, nor his do&rine of Purga- 


 torie,nor his powerthere to releaſc ſoules, nor tran- 


ſubſtantiation, nor the halfe communion, nor mo- 
naſtical yowes, not forbidding of marriage, nor me-. 
ritorious faſtes, nor workes of deſert and' ſuperero- 
gation,nor ſacrificing Chriſteuerie daye, nor relea- 


fing ſubie&s of their othes of allegiance,nor diſpens 


cing with Princes for periuries and inceſt, nor ſale of 
pardons, nor offering yntoreliques, nor a thouſand 
other dodrines practiſes and ceremonies of the Pa-. 
piſticall religion were euer grounded' ypon the ca- 
tholike church. Letthe whole yolume of the ſcrip- 
tures be peryſed, you ſhall ſee none of theſe thinges 


taught, belecued,praftizedyſed or imbraced by the 


catho+ 
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catholike church, examine the faith , dodrine, wri- 
tings and documentes of the patriarches , the Pro- 
phets, the Apoſtles, Chriſt himſelfe, you ſhall finde 
theſc things either not conteynedin them , or con- 
traried by them: Try them by antiquitye, you (hall 
proue them far younger then the time of the Apoſt- 
les, try them by vniuerſalitie, you ſhal perceiue, that 
neither the church before the Lawe, nor the church 
ynder the Law,nor the pureſt churches vnder grace 
did euer embracethem, trye them by conſent, you 
ſhall inde that neither the patriarches , nor the Pro- 
phets, nor the Apoſtles, nor the faithfull by them 
taught in ſundrie churches , dideuer agree in them, 
or once belecue them, it muſt needes bee then that 
they are not groundedin the catholike church , but 
are ſome laterinuentions, and doctrine ofa parti- 
culer church , from whoſeerrors and corruptions, 
they haue proceded, which particuler church, is the 
Church of Rome, which we will briefly ſhewe , nei- 
ther to be the catholike church , nor to haue beene 
for many yeeres any ſounde member of the catho- 
like church. 


The catholike church(as we before rehearſed ) con- 
teyneth all them that haue belecued, doe beleene 
or ſhall heereafter beleeue in Chriſt Ieſus to the 
end of the world: 

The church of Rome conteyneth not all thoſe that. 
hane belecued (for in the dayes of many of them 
it had no beeing at all)nor all them that doe be- 
leene, nor all them that ſhall beleeue: 

Therefore the church of Rome is not the catholike 
church. = 


The catholike church conteineth all partes both of 
"Be the 
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© thechurchtriumphant and mulitanr. 

The churche of Rome conteyneth no parte of the 
church triumphant,nor all partes of the churche 
militant. 

' Therefore the church of Rome isnotthe catholicke 
church. | 


revetre; Within the catholike church Chriſt was borne, and 
of a bleſſed: member of the catholike church. - . | 
Chriſt was notborne in the church of Rome nor of - | 
any member of the church of Rome: = 
THY the church of Rome, is not the catholike |} 
church, 


_ _ A _._— 


_ Thecatholike church alloweth not the adoration or Wo 

deuine worſhipping of any creature? 

The churche of Rome alloweth the adoration and 

deuine worſhipping of creatures | 

Ee kr the church of Rome is not the catholicke 
church, 1 Y- ] 


' The maioris the expreſle ſentence of 5.4ug.in his 
2, booke de moribus eccleſie cath. cap,3O. :1tis alſo the 
expreſſe dodrine of Chriſt in the 4. of Mathew: dvd 
#ing1erpwour Him onely thou ſhalt worſhip. And of the 
Angell inthe 19. ofthe genelat ns rponnicve.Before 
God ſhalt thou fall downe. 

The minor .is proued by the Nicene councel, which 
teacheth that mage of the Trinity andthe crofſe 
are to be adored & worſhipped with the ſame kinde 
of adoration and worſhip that thetrinitye & Chriſt 
himſelfe are to be worſhipped with:and by Thoma of 
Aquinean approued DoRor of the Romain church 
in his third booke of ſenrences the ſecond diſtin&i- 
on,& by NauclantwiClugienſis whoſe words are theſe; - 

i RR Non 
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Non ſolum fatendum eft fideles m' Eccleſia adorare coram 
maginibns , vr nonnullt ad cautelam forte loquittur, ſed & 
adorare YR fine quo voluerss ſcerupulo,quin &- eo ili 
Venerart cult, quo EF Prototipon er,Tt 1s not onely to 
be yeelded ynto, that the faithfull in the church do 
worſhip before images, (as ſome happely ſpeak for 
a cautell) but alſo doe adore the image without any 
kinde of ſcruple whatſoeuer, yea and doe honor the 
ſame with that worſhip, wherewith the thing or per 
ſon thereby repreſented, is to be honored . And by 
Andrading the late defender of the 7ridentine counſel 
 -whoſe workes are ſeene and allowed by the Romiſhe 
church, Non inficiamur(ſaith he)hac nos latrie adorati- 
one Chriſt preclariſſimam crucem colere & venerars, We 
denie not, that we worſhip and honor the moſte ex- 
cellent croſſe of Chriſt with this adoration of grea- 
teſt honor & worſhip: but both the croſle of Chriſt, 
andthe image of the trinity and al other images are 
creatures, therefore our concluſion 1s ſtrong and 
certaine, that the church of Rome is not the catho- 
lik church. Infinite arguments to this purpoſe might 
be drawne, and euerie of them in effte&e demonſtra- 
tiu e, but the matter ſo cleere, theſe few may ſuffice. 
Let vs then examine ſith it 1s not the catholike 
church, whether it be a catholik church in that ſenſe 
that the word catholik is imitatiuely taken, for ſod 
and ſinceere,that is, whether it be a pure and perfe& 
member of the catholike church. It is very ſure and 
certeine, that ſometime it hath bene a verye notable 
member, and (as it were)a right arme, an ayde con- 
fort and ornamentto the relt of the partes , but the 
queſtion is, what itis at this preſent, and for manye 
yeeres hath beene , whether now it bea ſound mem- 
ber of the catholike churche or no: for the deciding 


heereof , wee can haue no better or more manifeſte 
tryall 


's 
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tryall, then by the doarine thatitteacheth , by the 
ſacraments that it adminiſtreth, by the prayers that 
it yſeth, and by the diſcipline thatit exerciſeth, and 
heerein we come to the firſte point, that controleth 
your ſecond propoſition. 

As inthe body of a man ſo long as any principall 
member as the arme or the leg, hath the bone vn- 
cruſhed vnperiſhed,or vnwreſted,the fleſh and muſ- 
cles vynbruſed, vninteRed and vnhurte, the veins (t- 
newes and arteries, neither ouerſtretched diſtorted, 
or ſhrunke, the skinne ynannoied ynexulcerated,yns 
1mpeached, we terme and accompt ita ſound mem- 
ber. Butif in any of theſe points it be defectiue, re- 
kon it ynſound 1n that proportion: and degree that 
the nature and qualitie of the defe&is of . So 1n the 
body of the church as long as any member or par- 
ticuler church(as the Church of Romegthe Church of An« 
tiock, the Church of England, the Church of Fraunce) 
hath the worde of God whichereſembleth the bone 
or pith yppon the whiche it ought to growe and de- 
pende, ynperiſhed, ynwreſted and yncorrupted,the 
praiers and ſupplications which are (as it were ) the 
fleſh and muſcles of it, wherewith it ought to be fil- 
led and repleniſhed vnwaſted,and ynconſumed with 
atheiſme and ſecuritie, and ynpoyſoned and vninfe- 
&ed with Idolatry and ſuperſtition. The holy ſacra- 
ments which repreſent the veynes finewes and arte- 
ries, wherewith it is both noriſhed & vnited., vnma- 

gled,vndiſordred and ynſtrayned,and the diſcipline 


. which is like to the'skinne thatenuironeth, compaſ- 


{eth, and defendeth the reſt vnexulcerated and vn- 
enflamed with the tumors of tiranny, or cankers of 
couetouineſle, or otherwiſe vnſtained with iniqui- 
ty,we are to tearme and accompt it aſounde mem- 
ber of the catholike churche , and ſo much the leſle 
ſound 
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ſounde, by how much the more itis in any of theſe 
pointes defeCtiue, or euill affected. 
It wee caſt this leuell ouer the Romaine churche, 


ſhall not wee ſoone diſcouer howe crooked and cor- 


rupt it is? and howe much it hath ſwarued fromthe 
vprightneſle and finceritic wherein it was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed? 

The holy Scriptures it hath not onelye corrupted 
and wreſted(as by infinite examples might be ſhew- 
ed) but alſo depriued of force and ſtrength,8 where 
1t ought to haue depended of the Scriptures , it ma- 
keth the ſcripture depend of it. And whereas the 
ſenſe of the holy ghoſt, is ſure, certaine, and immu- 
table, it maketh it variable and alterable, according 


to the temporary praiſe of that church. This ſhall 


you finde in the epiſtle of Cardinal Cuſanw , no lefle 


blaſphemouſly then barbarouſly recorded. Tp eþ.2. 


The Sacrament of the Lords ſupper it hath man- 
gled into ahalf communion,and a priuat Maſſe,di(- 


ordred with the monſtrous fantaſfie of tranſubltan- 
tiation, and thereby altered the commemoration to 
an adoration, the Sacrament, to a Sacrifice propi- 
clatorye, 


The ſacrament of Baptiſme it hath peſtered if not 


polluted with manye ſuperſtitious and ſuperfluous 
ceremonies. 


The names and dignitye of facramentes 1t hath 


ſtrayned and ſtretched to other things contrarye to 
their nature. 


The prayers and ſupplications which ought only 


to bee made yntoGod, and ſo madeynto God as 


the congregation may both in vnderſtanding and 
deuocion, ioyne with them and ſaye. Amen; It hath 
what with inuocation of Saints, what with worſhip- 


ping ofimages: what with a ſtrange and vnknowne 
C language 
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language made either impious or vnprofitable. 
The diſcipline which ſhould keep all things in or- 
der and frame in it,is altogether ſtained with ambi- 
tion and couetouſneſle: finally, itis a member fo ful 
of corruption, ſo ſwolne with pride, and fo enye- 
nomed with ambitto,that it perſwadeth the world, 
that it is the body, and that all the reſt of the partes 
are but members of1t, and that whatſoeuer parte is 
not like it, is corrupt: and carying yppon it the Ro- 
maine Byſhop as a moſt peſtilent vicerit ſaith,that is 
the head, to whichall other partes muſt ſubmit and 
Aubie& themſelues, 


Andis it not then rightlye to bee judged an yn- 


ſound member, and an vnſincere ? 
Examine in like ſort any other particuler church: 
_ Doityprightly and ſincerely, and it ſhal make ma- 
nifeſt ynto you whether it be a ſounde, or ynſounde 
member of the catholike church: and if vnſound, in 
what degree, proportion and meaſure it is ſo to bee 
indged and accompted. | 
Theſe therefore are perfe& and pregnant ſayings 


which can neuer deceaue you, it the lampe of eternal 


light,Gods holy and heauenly worde beare any cre- 
dite orauthoritye with you : for by that ſhall you 
knowe whether the doftrine of any church be pure; 
or impure, whether the Sacraments be rightly or 0+ 
therwiſe adminiſtred, whether the praiers be godlye 
andreligiouſly, or Idolatroufly and ſuperſtitiouſlye 
made and yſed : & whether the diſcipline be fincere 
and perfe&, or diſorderly and corrupt: and in this 
wefall to the ſecond point that aunſwereth your ſe- 
cond propoſition. c 201 
If the do&rine of any church is conformable to 
the doErine of the Purriarkes, the Prophets, the Apo= 
_ Hles,whoſedocrineand documents the holye ſerip- 
rure 
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cure layeth downe, it isto be indged ſound and firi- 
cere:and ſo much thelefle ſounde, be how muche it 


more {warueth from their faith and doarine. 


If the Sacramentsin any church bee miniſtred ac- 
cording to their firite inſtitution and vſe, which the 
holy ſcriptures doth declare, they are tobe accomp- 


ted rightly and duely adminiſtred. 


| Ifprayers 1n any church be vſed according to that 
forme, manner, purpoſe andintent that the godlye 
otall ages teſtified in the ſcriptures did yſe and exer- 


ciſe, they are to be reckoned godly, deyout and co- 


mendable. 
If the diſcipline be according to the Law of God 


according to the direction of godly Magiſtrates , ac- 


cording to the councel and commandements of the 
Apoſtles, andaccording to the vſcand praRiſe of 
the pureſt churches: whereof the holy ſcriptures are 
true records ynto ys,we 1uſtly may accomprtit good 
and ſincere. 
. Therefore hath God commaunded,and all good 
men commended the ſtudie, ſearch , reading & me- 
ditationof the ſcriptures. In the 6. of Dewteronomie 
wee read: Sunto verba ifta in corde tuo,eag, acute igert- 
to filys tus, ac loquitor de ys cum ſedes donu Tuzy Cr cuns 
ambulu ter viam, cum cubas Er cum ſurg#,alligato ea in 
fegnum manut tue gnſcribito ea poſtibus domus tue,Cpor- 
ts rus, Let theſe wordes be in thy harte, & the ſame 
diligently teach vnto thy children,and talke of them 
when thou ſitteſtin thy houſe , and when thou wal- 
keſt by the way, when thou lyeſtdowne, and when 
thouriſeſt vpp , bindethem for a ſigne vppon thine 
hand, write them yppon the poſtes of thine houſe, 
and vpon thy gate . And of the worxde of God 1t is 
{aide inthe 4. of Deuteronomie Haceft ſaprentia Veſtr« 
ente oeules populorum; This is your wiſedome before 
 Ciij. the eyes 
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the eyes ofthe people. Abraham ſaith, Habent 308 
ſen Saf Prophet «s audiant eos: They haue Moſes and the 
Prophets let them heare them, Chriſt ſaith Scruram:- 
yi ſcripturas: ſearch the ſcriptures. S, Paule ſaith Tora 
Scripturs diumitus inſfirata, viilss eft ad docendum.,ad ars 
guendum, ad corrigendum, ad erudiendum, im mftiie ve 
perfetius fit homo Det ad omne opus bonum inftrudtus. The | 
whole ſcripture inſpired of God isprofitable toteach |! 4 
to improue , to corre& and to inſtrutin righteouſ= | 


neſle, that the man of God may be perfeRe, inſtru- : 
Qed vnto euery good worke. Jrenew in his thirde ke 
Ly / bookethe firſt chap. Zuangelium in Scripruris Apoſtols G 
nobys tradiderunt columnam & firmamentum fidet niſtr 4 Y 
futurum : The Apoſtles hane deliuered vnto vs the Þþ { 
goſpell in the ſcriptures, to be the piller and vphol- |} - 
der of our faith. Same Auguftin de Cruitate Dethis 3 | c 
155.6. c4p.9. booke and firſt chapter : Ciurtarem Dei dicimus cures || 7 
Scriptura teſts eft, We callthat the citie of God , wher- , 
of the Scripture is witneſle, Sant Ambroſe vpon Luke 
S$1qua eft Eccleſia que fidem reſpuat nec Apoſtolicepredt- 
cations fundamenta piſideat, deſerenda eft . It there bee : 


any church which reie&eth the faithe, or poſſeſſeth | 
not the foundation of the Apoſtolike preaching it is 
to be forſaken, Saint (hry/eftome vpon the 2. to the 
Theſſalonians the third homely, 0mma clara & plana 
unt. mm ſtripturs diums, quacung, neceſiaria ſunt , mant- 
fefta ſunt. All thinges are cleare and playne in the ho- 
5 | lie ſcriptures, what thinges ſocuer bee neceſſary,are 
i manifeſt, Same Augytinein his thirde epiſtle : Sacre 
5 Scriptura ea que aperid continet quaſs amicus familiar ſis 
pefuce ad cor loquitur , indoforum atg, detorum:the ho- 
ly ſcripture ſpeaketh thoſe things which it plainelye 
conteineth, like a familiar freind withoutguile to the 
hart both of the learned and of the vnlearned . And 
in his booke de Vn1tare Eccleſie, the 13. chapter: 
ke! Ytrum 
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prrum pſt Eccleſiam teneant non nifi diumarum (criptu- 
rarum canonch libris oftendant, quia nec nos proptereadts 
cimm nobs credere oportere, quod in Eccleſia Chriſti ſumus 

uia ipſam quam tenemus commendauit Optatus vel Ame 
2rofon vel al innumerabiles Epiſcopt, ant quia noftrorum 


Colferans conſilys wſa m——__ eft , aut quia tanta mi- 


rabilia fuunt, aut quia the ſomnium vidie , EF ulle ſpirit 
aſſumptus audiuit. Whether they holde the church let 
them not ſhowe , but by the canonicall bookes of 
the holy ſcriptures, for neither do wee therefore ſay 
that we ought to be beleeued becauſe that we are in 
the church of Chriſt, becauſe Optatus or Ambroſius 
or other innumerable Biſhops haue commended the - 
ſame which we holde, or becauſe it is praiſed in the 
counſel of our fellowes,or becauſe fo great & ſtrange 
things are wrought, or becauſe ſuch a one hath ſene 
a dreame, or ſuche a one taken yp in the ſpirite hath 
heard. | 

Saint Paule writing to the Coloſtans doth admoniſh 
them diligently to reade the (cniptures. Sermo Chriſts 
habitet in vobs copioſe in omni ſapientia. Let the worde 

of God dwell in you aboundantly in all wiſedome, 
Saint Chry/oftome in his 19.homely thereuppon, A«- 
dite quotquot eftis ſeculares, & Vxort, ac liberss preeftis, 
HemadmodumC7” vobs det in mandatu maxime ſcripturas 
Mebons nec lewiter & negligenter, ſed magno ſtudio. Heare 
you as manie as are ſ{eculer,and haue gouetnment 0- 
uer wife and children, how he giueth you in charge, 
chiefly to reade the ſcriptures, notlightly and care- 
leſly but with great ſtudie.Teromeypon the ſame place 
Huc oftenditur verbum Chrifts non ſufficienter , ſed abun+ 
danter etiam Laicos habere debere, C docere ſe inuicem, 
el monere. Here it is ſhowed that the laye men alſo 
ought to haue the word of Chriſt; not ſufficientlye, 
but aboundantly, & to teach or warne one another. 
C. 11}, origen 
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origen vpon Eſay the 2. homely: Yrinam ones fam 
ceremus ullud quod [criptum eft, Strutammi Scripturas, 
Would to God we all did thatis written, fearche the 
ſcriptures. $. Chry/oftome ypon Tohnthe 13 . homely, 
Admones, & matorem in modum rogo,vt libros compare- 
mw: I warne, and in earneſt ſort requeſt that we get 
bookes.And in an other place vpon the epiſtle ro the 
Colsſrans the 9. homely: Audite obſecro ſerulares omnes 


 comparate vobis biblia anime pharmaca ſi nthil aliud vultis 


vel nounm teftamentum acquirite: HeareI praye you all 
the ſeculer, prouide vnto your ſelues the bible the 
preſeruatiue of the ſoule , or the new teſtament if ye 
will nothing els. And hom +Z .de LaFaro Semper hortor 
C bortart non deſinam , vt nin hic tantum attendat if 
que arcuntur, verum etiam cum domi fuerts, aſstdue divi- 
naram ſeripturarum leftiont vacets, quod quidem qui pri- 
uatim mecum mgreſs: ſunt, non _— mealcare, I ſtil ex- 


| horte and will not ceaſe to exhorte that not onelye 


you attend heere vnto thoſe thinges whiche are ſpo- 
ken, butalſo when you ſhall bee at home , that you 
would continually apply the reading of holy ſ{crip- 
tures: which thing I haue not lefte to exhorte thoſe, 
which haue profeſled themſelues with me. And a- 
gaine, Ne negligamw nobs pararelibros, Let vs not deſ- 
pile to get vs bookes. And further, Sume l1brum im 
mans, lege biſtoriam omnem C que nota ſunt memoria te 
nens, & qua obſcura ſunt , parumque manifeſta frequenter 


_ pgercurre, Take the bookin thy hand, readeal thehi- 


ſtorie, and keeping in memory thoſe thinges whiche 


are euident, peruſe often thoſe that are obſcure and 
lefle euident. | 


Of the perteQion of the ſcriptures, rene: Scrip- 
ture quidem perfeFte ſunt quippe a verbo Dei CF ſpirity e= 
wrdute: The ſcripturs truly are perfe&,for as much 
as they are ſprong out of the word of God , and of 
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his ſpirit. W648 
Oftheir autboritie: AuguFme, 2 ator eft Scripture 
authortitas quam omnu human ingeny capacitas compre- 
hendere poteit , profefto inutlabilem Sacrarumliterarum 
authoritatem confiters debemus. Greater 1s the authori- 
tic of the Scripture then the capacity of all mans wit 
1sable to comprehend , certainely wee ought to ac- 
knowledge the inujolable authoritie of the holye 
Scripture, 

Oftheir authoritye and trueth in an other place: 
Ced wmus CF conſen:iamus autoritatt ſcripture ſantte,que 
meſcit falls & fallere: Let vs gine place and conſent to 
the holy ſcripture, which cannot bee deceiued , nor 
deceine, 

Finally of the ſcriptures, Ireneus : Seripturis diumss 
nt, que certa &- indubitata veritas et m firma & Vvali- 
da petra eft do mum (nam edificare, hac vero derelifta alys 
nt: quibuſcung, dottrins m certam effuſe arene, vude fa- 
ctlis ſit enerſio eft rutnam ſtruere.For one to leane to the 
holyſcriptures which is the certeine and yndoubted 
truth is to build his houſe yppon a firme and ſtrong 
rocke , but this being lefte, and toleanevnto other 
doarins whatſoeuer,is to an aſlured ruine, to build 
ypponthe quicke ſande, whence it 1s ealilye ouer- 
throwne: - 

Sothatwe maye conclude this pointe with S. C:r:l 
Neceſſarium nobs eft diutnas ſequt literas,03 im nuko ab e- 
arum preſcripto diſcede/e : Ic behoueth vs to followe 
the holy ſcriptures, and in no potnt to departe from 
the ordinance thereof. | 

Itreſterth that we ſhowe that the true ſenſe of the 
{cripture1s obtayned by waying the circumſtaunces 
of the place, by conference of other places, by obler- 
ving the proportion of the dodrine,by noting how 


itagreeth with our Catechiſme, or ſummary of our 
faythe 
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faith, by feruent prayer, often meditation, and the 
holy Ghoſt working in our harts. 

Touching the firlt z:larie ſometime Biſhoppe of 
1 ProyReux giueth vs a good rule. opti mns Leftor eft,qus 
pF diftorum 4) YER expeltat ex diftts potius quam m- 
i" ponat, C7 retulertt magis quam attulerit, neg, cogat 1d vi- 
ders, difts continert,quod ante letion? preſumpſertt intel- 
ligendum:Heis the beſt reader that expeGteth the vn- 
[ derſtanding of words, out of the words, rather then 
[| / oP putteth thereto,and ſhal carie therefrom rather then 


Lib, 1.de m1, 


ts ſeme conteyned in the words which before the rea- 

| Tibia dinghe purpoſed to be vnderſtood. And againe [n- 

| k | | telligentia difforum ex cauſis eft ſumenaa arcends,quia non 

Lug. fſermont res, ſed rei et ſermo ſubtetus, Yerba ſerſum enun- 

_ tiant, ſenſus rationu motum , rations mots veritatenm in- 

citat, ex verb: 1gitur ſenſum ſequamur,ex ſenſu rationem 

antelligamus, Cr ex rattone Veritatem apprehendamw:the 

vnderſtanding of the words is to be taken of the cau 

ſes of ſpeaking , for the matter is not ſubieRe to the 

ſpeech, but the ſpeech vnto the matter. The wordes 

do\ſhow forth the meaning, the meaning the mo- 

tion of reaſon, the motion of reaſon ſtirreth yp truth 

Therefore by the words letvs followe the meaning, 

by the meaning let ys vnderſtand the reaſon , & by 

Lib.g the reaſon let vs apprehend the truth. And againe, 

Diftorum mtelligentia aut ex prepoſitu, aut ex conſequen- 

tbus expefFetur:Let the vnderſtanding of the wordes, 

be looked for either be thoſe thinges that are before, 
or that followe after. 

Lib.8.cap.2, And forthe circumſtances Sant Cirill very wel no- 

in loan. teth: Ante omnia quando locum Scripture ree mtellige- 

re volumws, tris diligenter confideranda ſunt, tempu qui- 

do ſcriptum eft quod dicitur, perſona que dit, vel per qua 

vel de qua diciturget res propter quam aut de quaſcribitur, 


fic 


bring thereto: neither ſhall enforce that thing to. | 
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fc enim abſq errore ſenſum poterimus verum mueſtizare. 
Before all thinges when wee will vnderſtand a place 
or the ſcripture aright, three thinges are to be con- 
ſidered, thetime,when that that is ſpoken is written, 
the perſon which ſpeaketh,or by whom or of whom 
it is ſpoken, and the thing for the which , or of the 
which 1t 1s written, for ſo we may without any error 
finde out the true ſenſe. 

Conference of places we terme the collation of 
a fewe with manye, of the obſcure with ſuch as are 
more plaine and manifeſte, whereof great lighte of 
knowledge and vnderſtanding doth proceed. For as 
S. Auſien well obſerueth, 2Magnifire er ſalubriter ſp1- 
rites [anttus ita ſcriptur.z5 modificantt ,vt locus apertioribus 


fam: octurreret, obſcurroribus autem faitidia detergeret, 
mhil enim fere de illis obſcuritatibus ernitur, quod non pla« 


1mſc1me diftum alib; reperiatur, The holy gholte hath ſo 
mightily and helthfully tempred the ſcriptures, that 
in the plaineſt places he might ſatisfie hunger,andin 
the darker places caſt away lothſomneſle,for of thoſe 
ob(curities, nothin; almoſt can be brought forthe, 
which may not be found moſt plainely ſpoken of in 
{ome other place. 

And in an other place, Sacra Scriptura inuitat om- 
nes hunult ſermone quos non ſolum manifeHtapaſcat , ſed e- 
riam ſecreta exerceat veritate: hoc in proruptis quod in re- 
conditis habens,(ed ne aperta faſtidirentur eads rurſus eper- 
ta deftderantur defiderata quodammoal renouanturrenoua 


Lab. 2. de 
detfr.Chr, 
cap, 6s 


In Epiſt.3, 
ad voluſ. 


ta ſuautter intimantur, hic ſalubriter & praua corrigun- 


fur, CT parua nutriuntur, C7 magna oblettantur mgenta. 
Ille buic dotrine inimicus eft anzmus qui vel errands cam 
neſcit eſſe ſaluberrimam, vel odit egrotando medicinam., 
The holie ſcripture inuiteth all men with gentle 
ſpeech whome it doth not onely feed with the mani- 


teſt, but alſo exerciſe with the hidden yerity,contei- 
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ning the ſelfe ſame thing in the plaine, which it hath 
inthe obſcure: bur lealt thinges plainelye ſet downe 
ſhould become lotheſome, they againe couered are 
coueted, and ſo being couected, arein ſome ſort re- 
nued, and ſo renuedare delightfully intimated, that 
yery healthfully the wits of men being euill are cor- 
re&ed, being {male are increaſed , beeing deepe are 
delighted: that minde onelye is enemy thereunto, 
which either througherror , knowethit not to bee 
moſt holſome,or being ſick hateth medicine. 


And againe, Per Scripturas diuinas multo tutins am- 


bulatur quas verbs tranſlatis occupatas cum ſcrutari volu- 


mus, aut hoc inde exeat quod non habet controuerſiam,aut 


fo habeat ex eadem ſcriptura vbicug, inuents arg, adhubits 


e116 teſtibus terminetur. By the diuine Scriptures, wee 
walke farre more ſafely: which when we will ſearche 
forth, being viedin borrowed woordes : either this 
effeR iſlueth thereof, that it hath no further contro- 
uerhie, orif ithath , the ſame may be ended by teſti- 
monies, wherſoeuer gathered andalleadged out of 
the ſame ſcripture, "I 

oe vpon Exodus, Ous neftrum ita ſe ad diuine le- 


8% fludia conuertit? Qu noftrum ita operam dedit*quzs ta- 


to ſtudio ac labore diurna querit ludia, quanto quaſiutt hu 


mana* Et quid conquerimur, fi quod non diſcimus ignora= 
mus, aliqut veflrum vt recitars audierint que leguntur 
flatim diſcedunt nulla ex his que dia ſunt inquiſituo ad im- 
#icem nulla collatio:which of vs doth ſo addi& himſelfe 
to the ſtudie of the lawe of God : what one of vs ge- 
ueth ſuchdiligence? who with ſo great ſtudie and 
labor followtth diuine meditations and ſtudies , as 
wherewith he hath ſought after humane things?And 
why then do we complaine , fithence we remain yet 
1gnorant of that which we will not or els negleRe to 
arne. Some of you; ſo ſoneas ye heare ſomethings 
_ recited 
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tecited which arereade doe immediately depart : ſo 
farre is1t off that any inquiſition and examination is 
made of thoſe things whichare vttered, or any con- 
ference yſed or collation. | 

The proportion of the dodrine , we call that vni- 
formitie and conformitie thatis betweene the faith 
embraced by the Patriarches,by the Prophets, by the 
Apoſtles, and by the faithfull of all ages, whereof the 
holy ſcriptures are witneſſes vnto vs , that doctrine 
of God, inall pointes abſolute in nothing contrarie 
toitſelf, wil ſoonediſcouer anicerronious doctrine 
that ſhall be produced, if wee carrie the true modell 
of it in our minds, as in the ſcriptures itis expreſſed 
and ſet foorth. Hereof S, Ierome notably , ad normam 
omni diriguntur & virum praua reFaue ſint cum regula 
appoſita fuerit arguuntur , ita & deftrina Dev quadam 
quaſs norma ſermons et que inter 1ſta maicat &.miuſta, 


quam qui ſecutus fueru habebit pacem mm ſemetipſo,que ſu- 
perat omnem (enſum,C poſt pacem miſericordiam que pre- 
 e1pu4 eft 1n Deo T [[rael, 


All thinges are dire&ed and ordered according to 
rule , and whether in deede they bee euill or good, 
crooked or ſtraight , when the rule or line is applied 
ynto them, they are prooued and found out: In like 
manner alſo the doarine of God,is as it were an ex- 
a& rule and perfe& ſquare of ſpeech which 1tudgeth 


and difcerneth betweene thoſe things which are uſt + 
and thoſe which are vniuſt : which whoſoecuer truely 


followeth and cleaucth vnto, hee ſhall haue peace in 
himſclfe, which ſurmounteth and exceedeth all yn- 


derſtanding : and conſequently after this peace of 


conſcience , mercie which is moſt chiefe in the God 
of Iſrael. | 4 
S. Auguſtine of the bodie of the doctrine, h:c privs 


per Prophetas , deinde per ſeipſum poſtea per Apoſtolos 


D ij quantum 


O 


Con, im 
cap. ſextum 
Ep,ad Gal, 


H.11. de 


cant, Debe 


cap. Zo 


De dofr, 
Chr.lib.3, 


| Cap,16, 
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quantum ſatss efſe Indicanrt locutus,etiam ſcripturam cons 
didit que Canontca nomimatur emmentiſs1me autoritatis 
cur fidem habemws de js rebus quas 1gnorare non expeditnec 


per nos 1pſos noſce idoner ſums. 


He firſt by his Prophetes , then by himſelfe, after- 
warde by his Apoſtles ſpeaking ſo much as he knewe 
to be ſufficient, hath framed and made the Scripture 
which 1s named Canonicall, being of moſt excellent 
and efteuall force and authoritie : vnto the which 
we glue credite concerning thoſe thinges , which it 
15 not expedient that we be ignorant of, neither are 
weaptorable of ourſelues to know and conceaue. 

The ſummarie of our faith , and that which faith 
requireth we call the Apoſtolicke Creede the tenne 
Commandements and the Lordes prayer, wherein a 
certaine rule or methode is delinered vs, how to be- 
leeue, how to liue , howe to pray, this alſo will well 
lighten our ynderſtanding , that it fall not vnto vn- 
decent, yncharitable, & monſtrous conceits, where- 
of $. Auguſiime verie well TY.) 1 preceptina locutro et , aut 
flagitium aut farinus vetans , aut viilitatem & benefi- 
centiam imbens non eft figurata. Sr autem flagitium aut fa- 
ernus videtur tubere, aut viulitatem aut beneficen tram Ve- 
tare fgurata eft, m/imanducauerits (mquit )carne fily hi- 
m1nu O& (angumem biberits non habebitis vitam im vob, 
facinus vel fexir um videtur Iubere , figura eft ergo preci- 
prens paſsron; Dom eſſe communtcandum & ſuaniter 
atg, viiliter recondendum in memoria quod pro nobis cars 
e145 crucifixa & vulnerata ſit. | 

If it bea precept forbidding wickednefſe and en- 
ormitie or commanding vertue and goodnefle it is 
no figuratiue ſpeech, But if it ſcemeth tocommand 
a wicked deede and enormitic, or to forbid good- 
neſle and vertue, it is figurative. Except you eate 
( faith he ) thefleſh of the ſonne of man , and drinke 

his 
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-his bloud, you ſhall nat haue life in;you. He feemeth 
to commaund, a wicked enormitie, it is figuratiue. 
Therefore commaunding vs to communicate to the 
paſsion of the Lorde, and profitably to call to re- 
membrance that his fleſh was crucified and woun- 
ded for vs. 
: Had the Romiſh Church obſerued this rule it bad 
 neuer fallen to that blaſphemous doarine of tran- 
/ ſubſtantiation which contrarieth the articles of our 
Creede, wherefore we may rightly ſay with S. Au- 1:b.3.de 
guſtine : In principto cauendum eſt ne figuratam locutionem 4&r.Chri. 
ad literam acciptas,ad hoc enim pertmet quod art Ap ofiolus ah 
litera occratt, ſpirits autem puficat, Cum enim.figurate 
aditum fic accipitur tanquam proprie diftum fit carnaliter 
| fapitur, neque vila mors anime congruentius appellatur, 
| eademumeſt miſerabils anime ſerum ſigna pro rebus ac- 
cipere & ſupra creaturam corpoream- oculum mentus ad 
baurteudum eternum lumen leuare non poſſe. | 
Firſt heede 1s to be taken that thou ſhalt not take 

a figuratiue ſpeech according to the letter. For to 
that pertaineth it which the Apoſtle ſayth,the letter 
| Kkilleth, butthe ſpirite geueth life... For when the ft- 
guratiue ſpeech is {o takenas thoughit were pro- 
| perly{poken, ittaſteth of the fleſh : neither can anie 

| thing be more hitly called the death of the ſoule. To 

! be ſhort, itisa miſerable bondage of theſoule, to 
| take thefignes for thethinges ſignified ; and-not to 

| beabletolift yp the eye of the ſoule abaue the bo- 
dily creature, to receaue the etcrnall light. . 
| _ Of prayer and meditation we reade in 0r:gen. 0- Swpr.exed, 
ſtend:tur non ftudium ſolum nabs adhibendum eſſe ad diſ- hom. 12, 
 Ccendas literas ſatras: Yerum es ſupplicandum Dommo,C7 4þ-34- 
diebus ac noftibus obſecrandum vt venat agus ex triby 
| 1uda, & uſe accipiens librum fignatum dignetur aperire. 

Itis ſhewed that not onely ſtudy is to be yied for 
| BN oy D 1y Fo - of 
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to learne the holy ſcriptures: But alſo wee ought ro 
pray to God, and tocraue day and night, that the 
lambe of the tribe of Inda will come, that he taking 
in hand the booke ſcaled, will vouchſafe to open it. 
And in Saint #1llarie,non ergo ex nobis eFF quod mtelligi- 
mm, ſed ex eo qui que ahi 17 erant fectt intelligi, 1ta- 
que ab eo ſperanda mntelligen Ha eft qui & pulſanrs Ms ; 4 
riet C7 querentibus demonſtrabit ,& petentibus no negabit, 
 Thereforeit is not of ys , that we doe vnderſtande, 
but of him which maketh ys to comprehende thoſe 
thinges which would not be knowen, Therefore of 
him knowledge is to be hoped , which will open to 
them which knocke, will ſhewe to them that ſeeke, 
and will not denie to them that craue. Hereof Sant 
Bernarae writeth right well: @uo furitu ſcripture fate 


ſunt eo ſtirits legi deſiderant, ipſe etiam intelligende ſunt. 


Nunquam mgredier in ſenſum Pault, donec vſu bone m- 
fentions tn leftione es, C&- ſtudio aſſidue meditations. ſpt- 
ritum ems imhibers, ſic de reliqut, 

By the ſame ſpirite whereby the ſcriptures are re- 
uealed, do they requife alſo to be reade, by the ſame 
ello they are to bee ynderſtoode. Thou ſhalt neuer 
enter-into the ynderſtanding of Paule, vntill with a 


good intent thou mayeſt ſucke out his ſpirit, by con- 


tinuall reading and daily meditation , and ſo of the 
reſt.” And we may well ſay that both the roote and 
frute of prayer and meditation inthe worde of God 
1s the ſpirite of God which openeth our vnderſtan- 
ding and leadeth vs vntoall truth. For from Gods 
grace theſe godly exerciſes doe proceede and by the 
continuall yſe of them his grace is increaſed & aug- 
mented in ys, tothe outwarde hearing of the word 


of Godand meditation thereof,the inward working 


and operation of the holie Ghoſt being ioyned and 
vated , which is both promiſed and performed Ww 
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all the faithfull euen+to all the children of God, 
 *Wereadein the 59. of Z/ay, Spiritus mens qui in te 
eft, cf verba que poſut in ore tuo & ſemins tus m perpe- 
ruum non deficient, My ſpirite whichis in thee , and 
my words which I haue put inthy mouth and of thy 
ſcede ſhal not depart for cuer, Chriſt faith in the 14. 
of Tohn : Spirits [anus docebit vos omnia, & ſuggeret 
Pobis omnta que dixt vobis, The holie Ghoſt ſhall teach 
youallthinges, and miniſter all things which I haue 


ſpoken vnto you. S, In ſaith : Ynftionem habetis 4 rohu,z. 


Santo, & noſtis omnia, vnio do cet vos de omnibus, You 
haue your annoynting of the holy , and knowe all 
thinges, the annoynting teacheth you all thinges., 


Saint Paul ſaith: Animalis homo non percipit eaque ſunt 1,Cerin, 
ſprritus Dex, at ſprritualis dundicat omma , Spiritus enim cap. 2. 


omnia ſcrutatur etiam profunditates Det. 

The carnall man perceaueth not the thinges which 
are of the ſpirit of God, but the ſpirituall diſcerneth 
all thinges, cuen the depth of God. 

To conclude we learne of S. Pau! that faith com- 
meth of hearing, and hearing of the worde of God, 
for the ſtudy and obſeruation thereof hath the wor- 
king of the holy ghoſt ioyned therewith, which pro- 
duceth faith , which is not of our ſelues , but is the 
gift of God as the ſame Apoſtle teacheth vs,inthe 2. 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, ſo that by the 
outwarde hearing of the worde and the inwarde 0- 
peration of the holie ghoſt, faith is in ys kindled, 
Chriſt thereby apprehended, his iuſtice and righte- 
ouſneſle to vs derined , God reconciled , our {innes 
pardoned, his mercie obteined , we in Chriſt Ieſus 
adopted to be the children of God,and inheritors of 
cuerlaſting ſaluation. Therfore the Diuell our mor- 
tall enemie, that enermore laboureth our confuſion 
by his chiefc inſtrument Antichriſt & his adherents 

OE D uy and 


z5 "A'LETTER WRITTEN 


and by his owne falſe and ſlie ſuggeſtions woorketh 
all he may to ſtay men from reading and hearing the 
wordeof God, and from comming to thoſe places 
whereitis read and taught, that is from publike ſer- 
uice and ſermons whereby ſuch as areskilfull in the 
tongues and haue trauelled in the ſtudy of the {crip- 
ture, the circumſtances of places are laide open, the 
ſence made manitfeſt,;the proportion of the docrine 
taught and declared , conference & collation of pla- 
ces vied and applied , the yſe & fruite thereof ſigni- 
fied the breade of life deuided and deſtributed for 
the nouriſhment of our ſoules, our faith thereby 
kyndled and confirmed, laſtly the holy Ghoſt there- 
with powred and beſtowed ypon vs for our further 
comfort and enſtrucion. 
Thus hauelI briefly anſwered your two propoſitt- 
ons,whereby you may ſomewhat be induced to the 
conſideration of your eſtate , of the corruption of 
the church that you follow, ofthe weakenes of the 
grounds that you ſtand ypon , ofthe daunger that 
thereby you are in,and of the meanes whereby you 
may eſcape it.And that] may yet more atmplie ſati(- 
fie you in the queſtion of the Church, the miſtaking 
whereof is the roote of your error , I have herewith 
fentyou a hiſtorie of the Church of Chriſt from the 
natinity of our Sauiour to the end of the world, laid 
downe by the holy Ghoſt, by the pen of s. hn , in 
the twelfth, thirtenth, & fourtenth of the Renelation, 
whereunto I haue added ſuch light of interpretati- 
on as my {mall ralent hath enabled me ynto,where- 
inTforeſceT ſhalbe afſayled by the maleuolent,with 
two bitter obie&ions, the one of curioſity,the other 
of preſumption,it ſhall ſuffice me to ſhield my ſelfe 
againſt both with that notable ſentence and cenſure 


ofTeſms the ſonne of Strad1 in the 39,0f Eccleſiafticms, 
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philh ants ottup ied In the wt Fuſe of e126 e bt 
" thew wiſedome of all. G—— yudxa ttt him- 
ſelfe in th prope wes, 

2 joy fant the ſaymgs of famous men,and entreth 


mn wt to the ſecrets of darke fententes. 
keth out the miſterie raye ſentences nd 
WORN Takephans b {8 BY: of of 
4 He ſh [hal ll fe ſerue amon Le: meh 4þd appeare before 
the Princeghe ſhal traucll [4 rough (t Iraunge countries 8 for 
he Ihre tried the Toke and the entl, ng men. 
He toull gin e his 5 hart to reſort ear vio the Lorde 
; TP made him, Py Fj praybefore the'ma high, and _ 0 
pen his mouth in prayer and pray for hisfinnes, 
6 YyYhen +. rear Lord wil he [hal b be filled with the 
"ſpree of vadeoftanding that hethnay emray pore at. 
Ces 4h We thenkes Rods Lirdinhie 
ys ſhall direft hi ys *ndk 
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be Pr inhi fecrers, © 


'8 ' Heſball ſhevoforth bis foieherind learning, and! re 


Joie tn the Lit anth coenant of the Boptd1s (- 


© 2&0 BL anyi (hell \toinneta bis vHdaflanting uh he 
nemoris ha never be pit en0 tov 'depurt iviait' 1'bitt' bis 
-mame Phill continuefrom: generativi'to Nj git 

to 'The 10 HK declare his myſedeme , and 
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hes 4 Hhonfandrend "ft bein 
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Vaſe 1 Andthere appeared 4 great wonder in hea- 
wt ... en; A woman clothed with the ſunne , and 
© the Moone was vnder her feete,and vpen her 
_ heada crovne of twelue ftarres: = | 
cen vs be, And ſhe was with child and cried rraveling 
0 Babircb, nd a paiied, ready to be deline 
POETS ; gs 


NEST EE RE. isfiritlaid. downe vnto.vs 
JÞ FL id. by.the holye Apoſtle, a.deſcription 
"< = 0of.the.true, Church of God the-true 


ſpouſe of Chriſt : the true morher.of 
. SS allthefaithful, which hath bene one 
andthe very ſame.euen fromthe. beginning af the 
world yvatathisday ,ſheis deſeribed intheforme of 
@awomanclothed with theSunne ,.this ſunne, is the 
_ ſunnedfrighteouſneſſe.ChriſtIefus, the whichethe 
church his ſpouſe hathputon,,, with. whom:only ſhe 
_ thinketh herſelfe adorned, & beautified, in ſo.much 
That ſhe nether ſgeketh nar cauerethapy;gthermans 
righteouſneſle toclatheher.ordeckber withall bur 
accomptetl herſelf in him and by him to haue ſuf- 
ficient beauty, and purity, the which ſhe knowerth & 
acknowledgeth to haue altogether of his mercy and 
goodneſle,and not by her deſart or merit. 
21] nd the Moone was vnder her feete. 
By the moone may be ynderſtood al worldly8&carth- 
ly things, whichare ſubicRe to changes and altera- 
tLOns 


{| 
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tions whiche haue their duniniſhinges;' -and.inctea> 
ſiogs,their waxinesand wanings; as honor, riches, 
power, authoritie, dignitie, and ſuche;like: with all 
the vaine pleaſures and delightes of this world : all 
the which this true church and ſpouſe of Chriſt doth 
deſpiſe, contemne, aud treade ynder herfeets;. The 
Mooneialſo maypur'vs in remembranceof the chi- 
ges,and alterations, which the church is ſubie& vn- 
to inthis world : ſome times: beinginquiet, ſome- 
times.in'/proſperiry, ſometime in; aduerſity,; ſome- 
time conſiſting in- many,ſometime infew. - |. - | 

Further it geueth ys to vnderſtand that as the 
Moone: receaueth all her lighte and beautye from 
the Sunne, ſothe churche receaueth all her puri- 
tie , righteouſneſſe; and glorye from-Chriſt; Thug 
the Moone wa vnder her feete,and Vppon her head a:crown 
of twelueflarres, | lu2 Fry: I IN 

This number of twelue , is the number of perfe- 
&on or fulneſle; and by the ſtarres , ſhynings in the 
church, are ment the Patriarches, the Prophets, the 
Apoſtles, the Martits, the godly. miniſtersof alages 
which ſhine in the church both in-life and doctrine, 
which all, doe receaue their lighte z of the ſunne of 
righteouſneſſe,wherewith the church-is clothed.' 
2. And ſhee-was with clulde ,. and cried trauelling in 
| -birthes and wes perned ready Fo bedelimered. « [1118203 
This place is: to, bee-referred to/thoſe times of the 
church, that were before the incarnation of Chriit. 
When as the congregation of the faithful, that is to 
ſay, the church did maruelouſly longue , and (-as1t - 
were )trauailed if minde; to hauethat promiſed ſeed 
borne and brought to light: that ſhould repaire the 
miſerable ruine of mankinde, and treade downe the 
ſerpenrs head, the which ſeed was out Lordeand Sa- 
uiour Chriſt Icſus; who was born within the church 
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andof 1bleſledanawibir ofthecuroksiloicl 1191s 
2g. Ro ard Lord arbacts 47 
bebold,a preat SANE INIT On heads , and renne 
hornes,and  ſeuen crownes pon bus heads: | | 
111  * / And TEIGY On hg the ares ef 
hraken;and taft thim to theearthy. ooo 0nD 
Having deſcribedzhecharch, now he falleth-t6 
the 'deſcription of the principalt-enemie of the 
church which is Sathan: heis deſcribed in the forme 
of adragon;thatistoſay full of venome,fulofpoys 
ſon, wherewith he infeQerh;& corrupteth the world: 
of ared colout,to declare his bloudines;his cruelty, 
his = and malice, hauing ſeauen headdes: thatis 
to {aye being full of deuiſes , ſubtilties , craſtes, 
and deceipts,to entrappe and deſtroy men withall. 
Hehath alſo tenhofnes & ſeu&-crownes, his hornes 
ſignify his mighty force , power and violence : his 
crownes, his dignity , honorand authority in this 
wicked world:wherof he is called Prince and chiefe 
ao ienery this darkenes. 
: Md hi tails diew'the third paet if the Als of bes 
at Lg caſt tham to the earth, |. | 
The dragons taile are falſe prophets, hypocrites 
and. ſuch as byaſhew: of holines-deceaue men.: teg- 
ching falſe 'dofrine., drawing men-from_heauen 
to carth , -from- worſhipping r God: Spirits, and 
tructh?,” to earthlye workrfons), Imaginations , 
and conceiptes. Of this tayle were the Scribes 
and' Phariſyes , and other ielivioes folke of the 
Tewes *'of the ſame(alſo- ate” all ſuch! as-by falſe 
dodrinchave drawenany our of: tho-firmament of 
Chriſtes' charch | that were once-there : placed as 
Rars by b: tiſme ,and regeneration. Hereunto-the 
Prophet ee ft) doth allnde,ſaying the falſe prophet 1 1s 
27000 wei but! New maar were!not: _— 
- ME 
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the firmament:therefore the dragons'tayle had po-” . 
wer querthem...- 13 30 BUSLIOBT $0) 25 0397521 


And the dragon foode before the woman which was re= 


ady td be deltuered,to dewoure her childe when ſhe had bro- 


rght ut forth.So ſhe brought a man childe whith ſhowlde 


ruleall nations with a rodde- of jron : and her 
Taken vp vnto God,and to his throne.” 
This childe that the charch brought 


ſonne Was 


foo te 


whom the Dragon ſought to deuoure , was Chriſt 
our Sauiour : againſt whom the Dragon ſ{hrred firſt 
Herode,then the chiefe of the ewes, the Scribes, the + 
Phareſies., the: highe Prieſtes , laſtlye the whole 
multitude, totheende to deuour this man childe, 
that thechurch had brought foorth to her euerla- 
ſting comforte, and to the Dragons eternall ru- 


INC 


- Jn | 
5 She brou? 


nations with a radde of Jron, 


the forth «man childe wbich fuwldrale al 


This was that childe whom Dauid by the ſpi- 
rite of propheſie ſpeaketh of in the ſecond P/alme, 
I will preach the law wheref the Lord hath ſayde vnto me, 
thou art my Sonne this day haueT begotten thee: deſire of me - 
and I ſhall pine thee the heathen for thine inheritaunce and 
the vitermoſt partes of the earth for thy poſſeſsion ; thow 


ſhalt bruſe them with a rodde t 


peetes like apotters veſſell, 


. 


. And her Sonnt' was taken 


” 


throne, 


* » , 


fyron, and breake them in 


Vp vnto God, and to his 


' Thus:when the Dragon had ſpitte all his venome, _ 
had vſedallthedeuiſes and ſubtilties of his ſeauen 
heads,al theforceand violence of his ten hornes, all 
the authority & dignity of his ſenen crownes, 4inally 
when he hadſhewed al his ſpite, crueltye & malice, 
he preuailed no whitart all , forthe childe whiche 
eſus , aſcended into heauen, 


E.uj, 


Was 
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was taken vp vnto God and to his throne: and there: 
ſitteth at the right hand of the father, in mioſt gloris; 
ous andeternal maic(tic, vid wenk<, 
6. ;Andthe woman fled tnto the wildernes where ſhe hath- 
4 place prepared of God,that they ſhouldfeed ber there 
 « thouſand two hundred and three ſeere daies. | 
And the woman that is to ſay the church, the co-: 
gregation of the faithfull,fledde and was diſpearſed 
into the wildernes of the world,among the Genrils, 
in that huge and waſte forreſt: wherof the Romaine 
Emperour was chiefe Foſter, who is the; beaſt ; that. 
in the beginning of the next chapter is deſcribed : 
there remained the church in this wildernes , ſub- 
ie& tothe iniuries of the Emperours and other his 
ynderofficers, yet notwithſtanding fedde by Gods 
eſpeciall prouidence, in myddeſt of all perſecution 
with heauenly and ſpiritual foode, by godly and ſin- 
cere miniſters, 
And this ſkate did ſhe continue in « thouſand tro hun= 
dred and three ſcore dates, { 
Thatis to ſay two and forty moneths the which 
if we reckon after the accompt of Daneleuerie mo- 
neth fora ſabboth of yeres,it amounteth juſt to two 
hundred foure ſcore and fourtecne yeres : the which - 
number of yeares containeth the whole perſecution 
of the Primitiue church: from'the firſt of Herede- to. 
the laſt of Z:c:ims who being ouercomeby that moſt. 
renowmedEmperour Coftanrine the great,the church 
enioyed therupon afteralong & grieuous ſtorme ,'a 
{weete,bleſled 8& happy calme.In the meanetime ſhe 
was by Godseſpeciall prouidence preſerued & ndy- : 
riſhed:yotin pompous & glorious oſtentation, but 
in hydlock,and as it were in the deſert , not perſecu-: 
ting,but perſecuted, not giuing , but receiuing the 
crowne of martyrdom;notglittering with ck | 
TLCNES 
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riches, but ſhining with ſpirituall vertues:not pra&i- 
ſing thelaw of armes, but preaching the law of God: 
not ſuperiour to all gouernments, burtſubie& to all 
gouernours:not releaſing ſubieRes of their allege- 
ance,but inſtruRing them to the doctrine of obedi- 
ence: not making merchadize of gods mercies free 
'y beſtowed ypon vs, but diniding frankly,and faith- 

ully to the children of God the bread of life. O how 
wel beſcemed this the church of Chriſt,& how con< 
trarie ynto this 15 the church of Antichriſt. | 
7. And there was fought a great battaile in heauen, M1- 
chael and his KM. fought with the dragen, and the 
. dragen and bu angel: fought. 

Here is deſcribed a fight and great battayle, 
whereof the place and parries are ſpecially to bee 
conlidered : for the place it was in heauen;thatisto 
fay in the church, for the congregation of belee- 
uersis termed heauen : cuen as the companye .of 
the ynfaithfull and vnbelecuers is called theearth: 
ſo wee finde in the! beginning of this: chapter , thar 
the Dragons tayle , that-is: to ſaye falſe teachers; 
tyrants ,. perſecutors,” and ſuch like drewe: the 
thyrde parte of 'the ſtarres of heauen , thatis to 
faye a great number that were accompted belee- 
vers and members of the church militant , and caſte 
them to the earth;that is, made' them reprobates & 
vinbeleeuers; - The partiesare 2:c-4el and his angels 
onthe oneſide;that is to ſay Chriſte and this mini- 
ſters,that is godly magiſtrates &inſtrucers , accor- 
ding to the Gviogot the prophet Danelinthattime 


ſhall{:chae/thegreatprince ariſe;, whichſtanderh 


for the. ſins. of thy«people .. - On the other Ade 1s 
the Dragon and his angelles. ; that is Sathan and 
his miniſters , which are -tyrants , perſecutors, 


feducers:,,; falſe |-prophetes » hypocryres , \and: 
aut | E.uij, ſuch 
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ſuch like, with death, finne, helland damnation: : 
8 But they prenailed not, nexther was their place found 

. . any more in heaven. "7 $2e 4.648 
Here he declareth ynto vs the ſuccefle of the bat- 
taile,the viGoric was 2:chaels,the dragon was.con- 
quered, driuen out of the.church., and had no-place 
inthe hearts of the faithfull. Thus Chrift vanquiſhed 
the Diuell, death, hell & finne, in ſo much thatnone 
of theſe haue any power or authority, vpon his ele& 
and choſen people.. _ [3 $743 Uh 1 SHA 
g And that great dragon was caft out, ewen that old ſes 
pert wh js called the Dinell;, and Sathan which 
deceaueth all the worlde , hee was euen caft rats the 

earth, and his Angels were caft out with him.” 

- The dragon thatis to-fay the:Deuill beeing'dri- 


- uenout'of:heauen , out of -the Church:, ont of the 


heartes of the godlie was caſt into:the: earth, that 
is ,into the reprobate, the: vnbelecuers; the'wic- 
ked, whoſe heartes are the temples of ' Sathan ; 
whoſe ſences are groſeand earthlie, whoſe: adora- 
tions and religions are terreſtriall ;:whoſe"afte&i- 
ons arealtogeather fixed yponrearthlic and wortd- 
lie thinges. And his Angels were caſt:out with him: 
death, ſta, hell & ſuch other the Dragons affociates, 
& miniſters: :as they haue no place with the faithful, 
ſo amongſttheynbelecnuers8&reprobates,they haue 
theirproper ſeate, and throne;being togerher with 
Sathan their keader caſt into the earth: that is toſay, 
among the wicked anidearthly people.” 77.7 

10 'ThenT heard aloude once ſaying ; now's ſaluation in 
{» heanen;e5-ftrength,e7-the kingdome nf ty Goll;e# the 
-* pojver of bs Chriſtifor the arcuſer of urbrethren i caſt 
divne,which accu(ed thi before onr God day & hight. 
Here is laide before ys the reioyfing' of the hea- 
uenly Citizens, for:the felicitie;and NPiNcoe = 
o {lit church 
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church that by Chriſts death and paſsion had ouer- 
come and obtained the yiory ouer the Diuell and 
his aungels . For 27:chael ouercame the Dragon, 
Chriſt vanquiſhed the Diuell, overthrew his domi- . 
nion power and authoritie, and now raigneth only 
himſelfe, in moſt heauenly and triumphant ſorte in 
the hearts and mindes of the faithfull. So the accu 
ſer is caſt downe that we may well ſay withS. Paule 
P Pho ſhall accuſe the elef of God? It #s God that witifieth 
F Pho is he that condemneth? It u Chriſt which died , yea 
which roſe againe: which ts a/ſo on theright hand of GOD, 
which maketh tnterceſsion for v3, þ 5192-4 
So the accuſer of our brethren # caſt downe which accu- 
{ed them before our God day andnight. f 
IT But they onercame him by the bloud of the Lambe,and 
by the word of their teflimony: and they lowed not their 
-: ltues vnto the death. _—.. © 


” 
% 


The faithfull, the choſen and ele& people of God, o- 
uercame the Diuell, but how? Not by their deſartes 
workes or merits, but by the bloode of the Lambe, 
and worde of their teſtimonie: thatts to ſaye, by the 
death and paſsion of Chriſt;and by beleuing in him 
thatraiſed our Lord Ieſus from the dead, who was de- 
liuered ro deathe for our ſinnes, and is riſen againe 
for our iuſtification: the apprehenſion by faithe of 
this incomprehenſible benefite, which was the word 
of their teſtimony, by the blood of the'Lambe doth 
ouercome the Diuell, conquer the world, vanquiſh 
the fleſh, ouerthrowe (inne, death hell and all infer- 
nall powers , according to the ſaying of Samt 1ohn 
Thu us the viftory that ouercomecth the world eut our faith. 
And they loued not their liyes vnto the death. 
Thatis to ſay, they moſt willingly ſuffered death for 
the truthes ſake and for theirtcſtimony, in reſpe&e 


whereof they loned not their lines , but after the 
| | "8g counſel! 
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counſell of our ſauiour , in the fourteenth of Luke» 

denied themſelues, tooke vp their croſle and follow- 

ed Chriſt, and hated their life in this worlde, to the 
_ end to keepe it tolite euerlaſting. 

12 Therefore retoice ye heauens, and ye that dwell in the, 
Y poe to theinhabitants of the earth, and of the ſea, 
for the Deuil 1s come down vnte you,which hath great 
wrath knowing that be hath but a ſhort time, 

Therefore reioyce o ye congregation of the: faith- 
ful,and ye that dwell in them: Wo to the inhabirats 
of the earth,woynto you carthly and wicked people 
woe vnto you inhabitants of theSea, woe ynto.you 
wauering, inconſtant and vnſtedfaſtin beleefe : for 
the Deuill is come downe vnto you, who ſhall vexe 
you with ſundry calamitics, bothinwardly and-out- 
wardly ſhal repleniſh. you with alvices, torment you 

| with anguiſhand gretife of minde, ſtir yp hatred,di(- 

ſention,debate, war and murder amongeſt you, for 
his wrathis great,knowing he hath but a ſhort time. 
For he 1s a roaring Lyon , that knowing hisende to 
beat hand,is the more fierce:He is that cruel tirant, 
that knowing his raigne to be but ſhort, ſheaderh ſo. 
much the more blood:the more his time is dimini- 
ſhed, the more 1s his malice increaſed: what he wan- 
teth in meaſure, he will fill vp in waighrt. 

13 Ardwhen the Dragon ſaw that he was cafte into the 
earth , hee perſecuted the woman whiche had brought 
forth the man child. 

| Whenthe Dragon that is to-ſay the Deuil percea- 
ved himſelfe to be vanquiſhed and ouercome, driuE 
; andexpulſedout of the harts of the faithfull : caſte 
and throwen downe amongſt the vnbelecuers, and 
reprobats, hee perſecuted the woman whiche had: 
brought forth the ma child;he perſecuted the church 
the congregation of the faithfull, which to her ow 
| Nay 
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nall happineſſe had brought forthe the man childe 

Chriſt Ieſus, euen the Lord herrighteouſneſſe, her 

beauty and her ſaluation. , 

I4 But vnto the woman were gruen the wings of 4 great 
eagle that ſkem: 1ght flie into the wilderneſſe, into hey 
place:where ſhe # nouriſhed for a time,and times, and 
half a time, from the preſence of the ſerpent. 

The prouidence of God aſsiſted the Churche, a- 
gainftthe malice of Sathan: The Church hauing her 
faith ſupported by the two teſtaments, as it were, by 
the two wings ofa great eagle in this wilderneſle of 
the world, did infinitly ſpread it ſelf by the outward 
preaching of the goſpel, and the inwarde operation 
of the holy Ghoſt. The time, times, and halfe a time 
that is to ſay a yeare, two yeeres, and halfea yeare 1s 
the ſelfe ſame that we reade before, a thowſand two 


hundred and threeſcore daies, the which wee there 
reduced to 42. monethes, and expounded the mo- 
neths by Sabaoths of yeares, according to the pro- 
phecie of Danzel, It may alſo {ignifie both heere and 
in the place before, the wholetime and troubles of 
the church militant fro the birth of Chriſt, to the end 
of the world, reckoning for a time, 500. yeares, for 
times Ioco.yeares,for halt atime 250 .yeares. 

I5 And the Serpent caft out of hs mouth water after 


the woman, like a flood, that he might cauſe ber tobe 
caried away of the flosd:; 
Sathan that curſed ſerpent abounding in malice 


againſt the church, caſt out of his mouthe water ats 
ter the woman: that is ſtirred and procured ſundric 
people, nations and gouernments (which heereare 
compriſed in the word water) to perſecut and to en- 
deuor to extinguiſhe the church. Like aflood:that 1s 
to ſay aboundantly,violently, and ragingly. 


That he might cauſe her to be carried aw«y of the floode, 
F. 1}. That 
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Thatis tothe end that he might cauſe her to bee dex 
ftroyed by perſecution: and as 1twere caried awaye 
by violence from the face of the earth. 

16 But the earth halpe thewoman , and the earth opened 
ber mouth,and ſwallowed vp the flood which the Dra- 
gon had caſt out of bu mouth, _ 

The church increaſed by perſecution dayly, the per- 

ſecutors died, the earth ſwallowed them vp in their 

graues: and as it were opened her mouth' dailye for 
them: and they daily fell in. But the church remai- 
ned, continued, and augmented euery day: and the 
blood of the Martirs became the ſeed ofthe church. 

So the earth holpe the woman, and ſwallowed yp the 

floode. 

17 ' Thenthe Dragon wat wroth with the woman, ard wit 

and made warre with the remnant of her ſeede, which 
' keepe the commaundements of God: and haue tbe tefts 
mony of Teſs Christ. 

The Dragon thatis to ſay the Deuil hauing attemp- 

ted firſt the head Chriſt Teſus. Secondly the church 

his body, aand finding his labor fruſtrated , and his 
power too weake to worke the deſtruction ofeither 
of them,taketh a third courſein executing of his ma- 
lice: which is to moleſt and perſecute the members 
of the church: which are the remnant of her ſeede, 
which keepe the commaundements of God, & haue 
the tellimony of Ieſus Chriit . To the whiche'ende 
he hath ſpecially ſtirred certain diueliſh and wicked 
inſtramentes: whoſeeſtats, qualities , ations, and 
proceedings,are very liuely, pithe.ie,and eftecually 
ſet forth in this next Chapter enſuing. 
18 And 1 flood on the ſea ſand. 
Heere the holy Apoſtle and Euangeliſt S. /-hn , pro- 
cureth in-vs a certaine attentiueneſle and earneſte a- 
nimaduerſion of the viſion following , _—_— 
rit 


rſt 
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frſtthe place wherein he ſtoode; ſecondly what hee 
ſaws, which is this that followeth.. 


CHAP. xun. 


kX «Andl ſaweabeait riſe out of theſea, hawing ſeauen 


heades and tenke hornes, and about hi hornes '$-ere 


ren crownes, and Vpon his heads the name of bla phe- 
= 


2 And the beaſt that 1 [abv, was like 4 Leopard,and bis 


feete like a beares,and his mouth as the mouth of a l1- 


0n,and the Dragon gaue him his power and his throne, 
and great authoritte. 


ESA EERE is deſcribed vntovs the Romaine 
ls /} Empare, vnder the forme of a beaſt, moſt 
1A» 


y F>y8 Elmonſtrous, moſt cruell, moſt ſtrong,and 
Z>ZÞJ4J moſt terrible Saint Tohn heerein alludeth 
to the deſcription laid downe thereof by the Proph. 
Damel in his ſeauenth Chapter, The fowrrh beaſt(ſaith 


he meaning the Romain Empire) was grimme and hor- 


rible and maruelous ftrong : it bath great 1101 teethe, it de- 
ured and deſtroyed , and flamped the reſiiiue vnder his 


feete, it was vnlike the «ther beaſts that were before it , for 


it had tenne hornes, | 
Which ten hornes are expounded in the 24. verſe 
of the ſame chapter to beten kings, which (hal grow 
eut of the ruines of this empire . And therefore the 
tenne hornes are heere laide downe to haue yppon 
them ten crownes, of theſe kings and kingdomes we 
ſhal ſpeake heereafter:it had alſo ſeauen heads,which 
are the ſcauen hilles whereon Rome ſtandeth Vppon 
which heades was the name of blaſphemye . Forſo 
much did the Romaines attributeto their prowefle 
and pollicie , their force and foreſight : that they 
| F.. 1. tearmed 


Damzel, T 
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termed their city Reman aterndm,and as it were ma= 
ting the moſt mighty. yatinted 
Diuiſum mperium cum Toue Ceſar babet. 

_ Which their wickednefle is well heere expreſſed 
by the name of blaſphemye. Moreouer itis likened 
toa Leopard in proportion, and (hew: to a Lion for 
the mouth, and for the feeteto a beare: whereby we 
ynderftand that it not onelye had the countries and 
countenances, the poſseſsions and proceedings,the 
might and maicſtye, the conditions and crueltie of 
the former monarchy, butalſo in aleuil and tizanny 
farreand much exceded them, Denzel ynto this place 
giueth very greatlight , who likening the Babloxr an 
monarchy to aLion, the Perſian toa beare, the 31a- 
cedonian to a Leopard:teacheth ys,that S. 7cþn in this 
Romaine Monarchy foreſawe the mouth and foote, 
the pride and paſe; the ſtate and ſteppe,the rage and 
rauening, of all the former to beexprefled, contay- 
nedand repreſented . Heereunto 1s added that the 
Dragon hauc him his power, and þ# throne and greate 
authorie: | 

Thatis to ſaye , the Deuill-aſsigned him to bee his 
checfe inſtrument in perſecuting the members of the 
church, thoſe that haue the teſtimony of Ieſus. And 
to thatend aduanceth his power throne and autho- 
ritic in this wicked world. 

3 tAndIſane one of his heades ( 4s it were)wounded to 
death, and his deadly wounde was healed, and all the 
world wondred at the beaſt. 

Theſe heades ſeeme vnto meto haue three ſigni- 
fications : two of them are laide downe by the  An- 
gell, in the ſeauentienth' chapter, where they are ex- 
pounded to bee mountaynes orhilles , as heretofore 
we hauetaken them: andalfo kings or gouernors,as 
hereafter we ſhall ſhewe.them, Bur in this place it ſe- 

Fan hh: meth 
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meth to bee taken neither for the one; nor for the 0+: 
ther : but fora chiefe and principalparte,oftheeſtat 
eucn for Roome, and Italy ir ſelfe., Which aſwell by: 
the ciuill warres of Ceſar and Pompey, Auguſtus and 
Anthany:as by the looſe and execrable governments 
of Claudins, Tiberius, Caius, Caligula, Clazdiwe the bro- 
ther of G:rmanicws, Nerotheſonne of: Doinitive, and 
Aulns Yitellins , was as it were: wounded 'and that. 
molt greeuouſly, Which in the time of Flaume,yeſ-. 
faſianus, Titus, N:yua, Traiane, and the, Emperours 
ſuccedingit recouered: whereby.the deadlye wound 
was healed: TH8s TII-T7 3 b$ 15 
xAndall theworld wondred at the beaſt. | 

Such was the might and: maieſtie , the force and 
fortune of the Romaine Empire, thatall men won- 
dred and maruatled at it: 'had.itin admiration , re- 
garde and reuecrence,' as. aneſtate moſt happye, ſa- 
cred, and ina manner diuine. . 

4 And they worſhipped the Dragon, which gaue power 
: Vntothebedit, and they worſhipped the bea#t , ſaying 

V Pho « like vnta the beafle? Y Yho # able to make 
| warre with him. ' 4h ongrny bs 1g] 

By reaſon of the falſe religions and Idolatries of 
the Romaine Empire, the Dragon that is to ſaye,the 
Deuill, was worſhipped. And by reaſon of the might 
and puiflance of the forſaid eſtate, it was of al nati- 
ons feared, and honored, inſomuch as they thought 

that none other was like ynto.it : gor anyableto 
make warre againſt it. | 
5 Andtherenas g1uen vnto him a muuthe that ſpake 
great things and blaſphemies : and power was gmen 
Þntohim te dee 42. meneths.. 

The pride and blaſphemye of the Romaine Em- 
perors wee haue ſomewhar declared before. The. 
time of their perſecuting power heere expreſk:d by 

| two- 


Toſeph, de 
bello tuda 
ico ab, 2. 


cap, 3. 


\ 
46 "A LETTER WRITTEN 
two and forty months is the ſamethat in the former 
chapter is refolued, anda thouſand two hundred & 
rhreeſcoredaies, which gathered 1nto fabbaorhs of 
yeares, after the account of Danell, contayneth the 
whole time of the/primiriue perſecution, from the 
firſt of Zeradrothe laſt of:z7r1us, theparticularities 
of theirpride and blaſphemies,as tobe called Gods 
to haue their images placed in temples, and to haue 
dininerires8& ceremonies donetherein their honor. 

The hiſtories of their times doe difcloſe, the ſundry - 

perſecutions inpgreaticrueltye by them and their au- 

thority executed againſt the profeſſors of the truth; 
the Eccleſiaſticall hiſtories doe mention at large: 

Whereby the interpretation of this place and of the 

verſes following is very cleare and manifeſt. 

6. (And hecpened hu mouth vnto blaſphemy againſt God 
to blaſpheme hu name, and bs tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heauen. 56,7 1. a aOE 

The blaſphemous ſpeeches and ations 'of the Ro- 

maine Empire, being corrupted with all kinde of I- 

dolatry andimpietie, was bent firſt againſt the name 

of God, ſecondly againſt his tabernacle, thifdly a- 

gainſt them that dwell in heauen. Againſtthe name 

of God, thatis to ſay againſt the eſſence , maieſtye, 


'worde and wiſedome of God: Whereas in ſteade of 


| the creator, they honored creatures, in ſteade of 


one true God, they ſerned many falſe Idols, and a- 
dored them in corporall rites and ceremonies : in 
ſteade of him that was to be worſhipped in ſpiritand 
truth:againſt his tabernacle, that is to ſay his church 
for of the church'iit is ſpoken , beholde the taberna- 
cle of God # with men, an4 he will dwel with them , and 
= ſhall ehss peop! £ an1God himſelf ſhalbe therr God with 
them .- 
Againſt them that dwell in heauen, thatis to ſay , a- 
20 againſt 
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gainſt the members of the Church: for that wee are 

no more forrenners,and ſtrangers, but citizens wtih 
the Saintes, and of the houſhould of God, And therefore 
may be well termed dwellersin heauen. For that as 
the Apoſtle ſyeth in the Epiſtle to the Hebrewes. 1n 
that we are members of the miſtcall bodte of Chriſt , we are 
come to the mount $191 ,and to the Citie of the ling God: 
the caleſtiall Hieruſalem, and to the companie ef innume- 
rable Angels , and to the congregation of the firit borne, 
which are written in heanen. And to God the tudge of all, 
and to the Spirites of tit and perfe# men: and to Teſus the 
Mediatour of the new Teſtament, C5 to the bloud of ſbronk- 
ling , that ſpeaketh better thinges then that of Abel. 


' Wherefore as in the former chapter , the Dragon, 


that is to ſaye the Diuell , perſecuted firſt the man 
childe,, that is Chriſt Ieſus . Then the woman clo- 


thed with the Sunne ; which 1s the Church. : And 


laſtlie the remnant of her ſecede which keepe the 
commaundementes of God , and haue the teſti- 
monie of Ieſus: that is to ſaye, the members of the 
church.”'So this principall inſtrument of the Deuul 
the Romaine Idolatrous Empire blaſphemeth, gain- 
ſayeth and perſecuteth; firſtthe name of God: that 
1s his worde and wiſedome Chriſt Ieſus. Secondlie 
his tabernacle,thatis his church.Thirdly,thoſe that 
dwell in heauen: that is to ſay the faithtfull, thar are 
the members and ſeede of the church. 

7 Andit was gue vato him to make war with the ſain ts, 
and to ou:rcome them : and power was giuen him ouer 
euerte kindred, and tongue and nation. 

They that before were tcarmed dwellers in hea- 
uen, arc heere tearmed ſain&es, againit whome 
this Romaine Empire hath made warre, rayſed per- 
ſecution , and preuailed in all cruell tormentes and 
rigorous kindes of death , & that notin one contrie 

| G %y 
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or prouince alone , but throughout all the worlds, 

for the authoritic therof and power did reach in ct- 

fe& ouer cuery kindred and tongue and nation. 

8 Thereforeall that dwell vppon. the earth- ſhall woor- 
Joippe him. : whoſe names are not written an the booke 
of life of the lambe which was ſlaine from the begin- 
ning of the worlde, 

Such thereforeas are not the ele& of God,whoſe 
eyes are notillumined with his heauenly light, and 
whoſe mindes are not ſancified with his holy ſpirit: 
whereby they may diſcerne trueth from falſchoode, 
but are whollic led with earthly conceites, worldly 
conſiderations, and terreſtriall appetites,and therin 
doeasit were dwel and inhabite, vnwilling any way 
to be weaned from it. They ſhall worthippe , obey, 
reuerence,.and followe in all Idolatrie, and naughti- 
neſſe this Romaine Empire : indgingit to bee the 
beſt way for their ſaftie, benefit and aduauncement, 
although in truth it worke their ruyne ouerthrowe, 
aud cuerlaſting deſtruction, -. |; : 
9 If anyman - an earelet him heare: if any leade in- 

#0 Captimarie , he ſhall goeinto ny * if any kits 
with a ſworde, he muſt be killed by a ſworde, Here is 
the patience, and thefaith of the Samtes. 

-  Wnh good reaſon it is here required that men 
ſhould beattenriue: for here is declaredthe courſe of 
the iudgementes of God, whoſe diuine maieſtic not 
vnlike to the lawe of 7alzon , puniſheth men by thax 

by the whichthey doc offende Ahh 
Io Forif enteleade into captuuitie , he ſhall goe to cap- 

mie: If ante kill with a ſworde, he muſt be killed 

by a frrorde, 
Sith therefore this Romaine Empire by force 
and fraude , by power and pollicic hath wrought 
the ruyne , and oucrthrowe of manie: it is the 
| judgement 
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indgement of God, that by force and fraude, by 
power and pollicie,manie ſhall worke the ruyne and 
ouerthrowe of it : how inſeparable and inſuperable 
ſocuer ir ſeeme. 

Here # the patrence and the fauth of the Sainfes. 

That is that in the expeQation heereof, there is 
matter giuen for the Sain&es to exerciſe their faith 
and patience, For it was not a matter ſo probable, 
but that faith was needefull : nor yet ſoquickely 
accompliſhed, but that patience was requiſite: ſee- 
ing that by little and little it was waſted and conſu- 
med, For as the Popedome which here next is de- 
{cribed, did by degrees increaſe : fo did the Empire 
decay by the ſame meanes ; that the dignitie of the 
one was aduanced , the authoritie of the other was 
diminiſhed, 

IT JMAnd Ibehelde an other beaft commng Þppe our of 
 theearth , which had two hornes like the lambe , but 
he ſpake like the Dragon. 

The former beaſt roſe out of the ſea , that is out 
of the waues of worldlie gouernementes , out of 
tumultes and tempeſts of people and nations : out 
of the which in time was produced and brought 
foorth the Romaine Empire, And Sarnt John when 
he ſawe that viſion, ſtoode ypon the ſea ſande: that 
is entered into conſideration of worldlie gonerne- 
mentes, eſtates and dominitons : whoſe foundati- 
ons arelike ynto the ſande of the ſea, vppon the 
which there may be no {ure building : for thatthey 
are ſubie& to the variable tumultes of people and 
nations: as the ſand is to the raging waues and ſur- 
ges of the ſea. But this other beaſt commeth vp out 
_ of the earth: a place of more conſtancie of greater 
 Nabilitie , a place of fruitfulneſſe and fertility,which 

ought to yeeldea plentifull croppe to the Lorde of 
Gy the 
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the harueſt: who hath prepared for the pure wheate 
of his ele&, the barnes of: enerlaſting blyſſe. The 
earth heere therefore ſignifieth the church , out of 
| the which the ſeconde beaſt commeth, which is the 
. Popedome. 

which had two hornes like the lambe : but he ſpake like 

the Dragon. 

That the Popes pretende the hornes of the lambe, 
that 1s the power andauthoritie of Chriſte : aſwell 
touching his prieſthoode, as his principalitie, all 
chriſtendome can witnefle : who knowe right well 
that as Chriſte is in trueth the chiefe Prince, and: 
chiefe Prieſt of the faithfull : fo for theſe manie 
yeares the Byſhoppes of Rome haue applyedtheſe 
two hornes of the Lambe vnto themſelues:. As 
concerning the Popes prieſthoode, Durandus one 
of his fauourites thus writeth : This is 2zelch:/ederh 
whoſe Prieſthoode is not comparable Vnto others, 
hee is theheade of all Byſhoppes : from whome 
they all growe, as members growe from the heade, 
and of whoſe fulneſſe they all receaue: as touching 
his Princehoode, [thus writeth Pope Adr:a» to the 
Emperour Frezer:cke': My fcatets ih the citie Rome: 
the Emperours ſeate is in Acozw,1n Arden (a foreſt 
of France ) what ſocuer, the Emperour hath, hee 
hath it of vs: as Pope Zacharias tranſlated the Em- 
pire from Greece into Germanie ;{o may we againe 
tranſlate the ſame fro the Germaines'tothe Greeks. 
Beholde it is in our power to beftowe the ſame yp- 
on who we lift. Thereforeare weappointed of God 
ouer nations and kigdoms,to pull downe;to roote 
vp, to buylde and to plant againe, in refpe& of both 
theſe authorities, Pope Boniface the eight'at Rome 
in a greatTubilie, as it were inthe face of the worlde 
went in publicke proceſſion , one day in his prieſtly 

| 7 pont- 
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pontificalibus, and the next day in the robes 1 mpe- 
riall, with a naked ſword carried before him, cauſing 
this ſentence to be proclaimed,ecte. hic duo glady be- 
holde here are the two ſwordes , Thus this ſeconde 
beaſt hath two hornes;that1s to ſay, prieſthood and 
princehood like the lambe, that is like Chriſt: buthe 
ſpeaketh like the Dragon : that is like the Deuill : 
falſelye and corruptlye, ſubtillye and maliciouſlye, 
proudely and prophanely : ſuch isthe ſpeach and 
docrine:wherein he reſembleth the Dragon, who is 

a murtherer anda lyer from the beginning, and the 

father of lyes. 

12 Andhedidall that the firſte beaſt coulde do before 
him : and he cauſed the earth and them that dwell 
therin te worſhip that firſt beaſt whoſe deadly wound 
was healed. 

The might, poyſons and authoritie of the 

Popedome,grewe to be ſuch that it was equall alto- 
gether, if not ſuperiour in power and dignitie.to 
the olde Romaine Empire,in ſo much that it could 

do in commanding and gouerning the prouinces 8& 

 Potentates of the world, as much and as throughlye 

as euer the old Romaine Empire in his greateſt dig- 

nity and authority could do : and that ««7dvrs, 114 

| conſpeu ers,cuen inthe ſight and preſence of the 

Emperours: who were brought to that weakenes, & 

feeblenes of eſtate,tharthey became rather behol- 

ders of the Popes greatnes, then exerciſers of their 
owne: Yea and beheld it with feare and trembling: 
for when the Popes were growen to that greatneſle 
and authoritie,that they could depoſe Emperours, 
as appeared in the lamentable fall of that moſt no- 
ble Emperour #ezzy the third: and that their prac- 
tice therein by the condemnation of Yeczlo Arche- 
biſhop of 2renrs,of hereſie,for holding the contra- 
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rye: was by the iudgement anddecree of a counſel, 
as a ſounde point of doctrine eſtabliſhed in the 
myndes of men; no maruaile if the talleſt Cea- 
ders of Libanus did ſhake for feare of the-bramble, 
leaſt fyre ſhould come out from him and conſume 
them.From this point of docrine that it wasin the 
power of the Popeto depole the Emperour,another 
was inferred of no lefle moment: that it was likewiſe 
in his powerto make the Emperour: & for that the 
ceremonie of impoſing the crowne ypon the Empe- 
rours head belonged to the Pope.When they had at- 
rained their greatnes they altered this ipeece of ſer- 
uice to a point of {oueraignety:interpreting.theim- 
poſing of the crowne;to bee the diſpoſing of the 
crowne: Therefore Innocentixs the ſecond , vpon the 
coronation of Lorhariws the Emperour, the yeare of 
—ourTLord 1133.cauſed the whole ſolemnity therof 
to be drawen in piaure within his Pallace of Late- 
ran,with theſe yerſes ſubſcribed. 
mnt Rex vent ante fores turans privis wrbs honores, 
Poſt homo fit Pape, ſumit quo dante coronam, 
The king doth come before the gate: 
And ſweares firſt to the Cities ſtate. 
Him then the Pope his'vaſſall makes: 
And ſo to him the crowne betakes. 

Ifhereunto be added the letter of Pope Adrian to 
Fredericke the emperour,with the pradtiſe of Boniface | 
theeight,both before recited,it may make ſome de- 
monſtration of the power and authoritye of the 
Popedomein thoſe dayes. 

And he cauſed the earth and thoſe that dwell there 

to worſhippe that firſt beaſt whoſe deadly wounde was 
bealed, | 

In the thirde yerſe of this Chapter it was de- 

clared that one of the heads ofthe Romaine Empire 

was 
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wasas it were wounded to death : But his deadlye 
wound was healed. We there expound that head to 
be Rome and Italie it ſelfe: ſo that the ſenſe of this 
place is,that the Popes ſhall cauſe the inhabirantes 
of the earth,to haue in great account honor and re- 
putation Italic and Rome , whichare that beaſt and 
head whoſe deadlye wound was healed : and ſuch 
eſtimation brought they it vnto , that the fimpler 
ſorte worſhipped it as the chaire of Peter, as the 
rockeand bulwarke of chriſtian religion : and as 
the inuincible fortreſſe of the faith : the wiſer 
and diſcreeter feared it as aplace of no leſle per- 
Till then power : andas thelyons denne which mo- 
ned $odolfe a very notable Emperour, liuing about 
the yeare of our Lord 1282.vnto ſuch as asked him 
the cauſe why he would notinto Italie,to yeeld this 
anſwere that the lyon vpon a time had inuited all 
kindes of beaſtes to come ynto him : which when 
they came at the hower appointed,to the mountain 
where the lion dwelled:The fox wiſer then the reſt, 
finding no tracke of anyes returne,drewe backe al- 
leaging a reaſon thus recited by: # orace, 
—g4 me veilig1 terrent. 
oma te aduerſum ſpeftantia,nulla retrorſum. 
1} Andhedid great wonders (o that he made fire to come 
downe from heauenon the earth i the ſight of men. 

In the ſight of men,thatis in the opinion Iudg- 
ment and conceit of men : hee made fire to come 
downefrom heauen, that is to come out from the 
church, ypontheearth,thatis vpon the wicked, vp- 


on the obſtinate,vpon the accurſed and reprobate, 


this fire was the flame, and thunderboultes of theis 
excommunications : which in the opinion of men 
was wonderfuland terrible:and blaſted them , and 


made themaccurſed vpo whom it lighted: Butir 
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wasnot ſo in deede,it onely appeared fo in the ſight 
of men,thatisin the corrupt iudgement of the ig- 
norantsfor the excommunications papall, were no 
lawfull cenſures of the church;but were the vnlaw- 
full and tyrannous proceedings of an-yſurped po- 
wer: and here it is good to note inthatthere is men- 
tion made of heauen and of cearth;that in the courſe 
of theſe propheſics,as the earth is oppoſite vnto he- 
auen,it 1s taken inthe worle parte:asthecarth 1s op- 
poſite ynto the ſca,it is taken in the'better parte, as 
the earth and the ſeaare oppoſite to the heauens, 
both are taken 1n 111 part.But to returne to the Pa- 
pall excommunications{o wonderfull were they in 
operation,that by them Zeo the Emperour, by Gre- 
gortethe ſecond,was cut off both from the tribute, 
and from the obedience due vnto him in Italie . His 
ſubicRes there were made to rebel againſthim:two 
of his exarchats were ſlaine,'and the thirde had his 
eyes pulled out. The king of Lumbards ſeaſed vpon 
much of the Emperours territories:and Rome and 
the Romaine Dukedome were {eaſed ypon yy the 
Pope.By this fyrealſo Henry the third a moſt hono- 
rable end Emperour of very great wiſe- 
dome,corage,and induſtry was vtterly conſumed & 
ouerthrown by Gregory the ſeuenth , by force of the 
{ame flame. Alexander the third made Fredericke the 
Emperour to come to the city of Venice to aſke him 
forgiuenes: to kifle his feete to hold his ſtirope, and 
to do him ſeruice, & obeiſance : the ſparkes of this 
tyre, wereinterdiftion,ſuſpention,inhibition;relaxa- 
tion of ſubie&s from their othes of alleageance: diſ- 
penſation with othes and ſuch like , the coales that 
were hereby kindled, were vprores, tumultes, difloi- 
alties , conſpiracies , rebellions: . editions and 
rurbulent commotions; Forin ſighte of men, theſe 


appear 
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himſelfe bound vpon paine of damnationto yeelde 

ynto and obey , whereasin truth they proceeded 

fromthe fyre brands of hell: Who by theſe pradiſes 
weakened, waſted, and conſumed theſtates of Chri- 
ſtendome,and aduaunced themlſelues to the type of 
all earthly honor. 

I4 And decgaued them that dwelt pon the earth 
by the fighes which were permitted him to doo, 
in the ſyght of the beaſt : ſaying to them that 
dwell on the earth , that they ſhoulde make the T- 
mage of the beaſt which had the woundt of 4 ſworde 
and ard ine. « 

Theſe ſignes of their power and authoritye, 
which God permitted them to ſhewe , enen in the 
face& feeling of the Emperours,decetued no doubt 
them that dwelt on the earth: and wrought in them 
this perſwaſion that the power that coulde bringe 


uerly, and altogether diuine 2: and hauing gained 
this authoritic, and reputation, with the inhabi- 
rants of the earth: they willed an Image of the beaſt to be 
made, which had the wound of a ſworde and did hue. 

| The beaſt as is before declared, is the Em- 
pire of Rome. The Image that is made to repre- 
{ent it, is the church of Rome, where in wee 
are to conſider the dignitye , authoritye , religion, 
lawes and proceedings, nowe proportionably they 
are framed and faſhioned to the portrature and I- 
mage of the olde Romaine Empire: for the firſte and 
ſecond the principall inſtrument, and pencill wher- 


| bythe Popes painted this Image, was the falſe and 


forged donation of Conſtantine wherein they faigne, 
imagine, and beare the worlde in hande that 
vena H the 
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appeared to be fyres from heauen:that is to be the 
cenſures of the church , which enery man thought 


of pagyr thinges to paſſe, was ſacred , hea- 
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the Emperour hath decreed, that as his earthly. po 
wer imperiall{o the holy ſacred Romaine Church 
ſhall reuerently be honored: and that the moſt (a- 
cred {eate of Peter ſhall bee gloriouſly exalted more 
rien the Empire and earthly throne: yelding vnto 3t 
power and dignity of glory : and alſo vigour and 
honorificence imperiall : and againe that to bleſ- 
ſed Oluefter chiefe Biſhoppe and vniuerſall Pope of 
the City of Rome, and to all Biſhoppes his ſucceſ- 
{ours, which ſhall ſit to the ende of the world in the 
ſeate of bleſled Perer:he preſently together giuerh 
his palace of Lateran appertayninge to his Em- 
pire 2 and alſo his diademe , that is to ſaye the 
crowne that belongeth to his head : and his white 
miter called Prigizm , with the coller that com- 
meth ouer his Roulders and compaſleth his 1m- 
periall necke, and withall his purple cloake, and 
{carlet roabe, and all other his imperiall indu- 
mentes : yea and the dignitye of hauing imperi- 
all prefidentes , and maiſters of horſe, beſtow- 
ing alſo ypon him the imperiall Scepter together 
with all the enſignes , bands and {undrye orna- 
ments , 1mperiall : and all kinde of proceeding of 
the 1mperiall celſitude , and glorie of his power, 
. and that the moſte reuerent men, they of the 

cleargye ſeruing the ſame holye ſacred Romaine 
church, in ſundrye degrees , ſhall enioye the ſame 
celiitude , and heyght of honour , in ſingulari- 
tye , power and excellencye, with the gloric wher- 
of the moſte honourable Senate ſeemeth to bee 
adorned : that is, they ſhall bee made counſcl- 
lers, and conſulles : and ſhall farther be decored 
with all other dignities imperiall : and that as 
the 1mperiall warfare is decked, ſo alſo the clear- 
Sic of the holy Romaine church ſhall be KRG 

an 
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and that as the imperiall poyſance is garniſhed 
with diuers offices , of chamberlaines , of porters, 
of watchmen , and garders , ſo the holye Ro- 
maine church ſhall likewiſe bee beautified , and 
that the pontificall brightneſſe maye ſhinne moſt 
amplye and largelye , hee doth ordaine that the 
houſes of , the cleargye of the holye Romayne 
church , ſhall bee garniſhed with skarfes , and 
with Jawnes : that is of bright white , and thar 
they ſhall ſo ryde : And that as the Senate doth 
vie ſhowes , with drawynges out : that is toſay, 
_ . decked with fyne whyte lynnen, ſo the cleargy 
1n lyke fort may vſe : And farther decreeth that 
 S1luefter and his ſucceſsors , ſhallvſe the diademe: 
that is to ſaye the Crowne of moſte pure golde 
.and precious ſtones, which from his head, he 
had graunted: yvnto him . And for that the ſayde 
moſte blefled Pope , was vnwyllyng vppon the 
Crowne of his Prieſthoode ( which he weare to 
the glorye of Sain& Peter ) to viſe that crowne 
of golde : hee had put a miter ſhynynge with 
whyte bryghtneſſe , with his owne handes vp- 
pon his head : ordayning that euerye one of 
the Popes ſucceſſours, in particular ſhall vſe the 
ſame miter . Intheir proceedinges to the imita- 
tion of the Empire , which is all one, as if hee 
had ſayde,asan Image of the Empire , this I finde 
in effete worde for worde, in the Popes decrees 
colle&ed certayne hundred yeares ſynce by Gra- 
tian : and now lately with prefaces , and priut- 
leges, recommended tothe world, by Pope Grego- 
rie the thirtenth : and printed in Paristhe yeare of 
ourLord 1582, although this donation, bee a ve- 
ry falſchood and forgerie,in the opinions 8& iudge- 
ments,of ſundry wiſe and learned men,as Cardinall 
H.jj. Cu [a- 
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Cuſanus , Hierontmus Pavlus , Otho Frifingenſis , Krant- 
Jin , Platina., Lawurentins Yalla , Carolus Molinem, 
Andreas Alceatws, and others. Yetis it apparant 
to the eye, that ſith from the ſtampe of the Ro- 
mayne cleargye , this counterfeRe did proceede: 
they had hereby a good deſire , to make their 
Romayne Church , an Image , and repreſenta- 
tion , of the olde Romayne Empire, which is the 
beaſt , that had the wounde of a {worde , and 
did live : neither did they onelye endeuour to 
reſemble1t, in dignitie, authoritye, and ceremo- 
_niesof honor and maieſtie : but alſo in forme and 
manner of religion, which is not ynknowne in the 
olde Romaine Empire, to haue confiſted in themul- 
tiphicitye of goddes: they haning a god for cuerye 
countrie , for euerye prouince; for euery Citye, 
for euery place,and for euery thing : and for thele 
they had alters,and Idols, and facrifices, and oblati- 
ons, and ceremonies,in theyr honour. This the Ro- 
mayne church repreſented in the multiplicitye of 
ſainRes, they hauing a ſain& for euery countrie, for 
euerye prouince, for euery pariſhe , for euerye place 
and for cuerye thing,and for theſe they had chur- 
ches , and Images, and: offeringes » and prayers, 
and kneelinges ; and what ſocuer eſtabliſheth a di- 
-vine | adoration 2 Hence it was that they turned 
the temple of Pantheon,to the church of all Sain&es : 
Diana, to our Ladie : Mars, into ſain& Gebrge, Ae/- 
culaprus toS. Roche, Romulns and Remmns , to Peter & 
' Paule,and cuery other god of the Romayne Em- 
pire,to ſomeotherSain& of the Romayne church. 
Laftlye touching the lawes , and manner of go- 
uernment , there 1s a verye great repreſentation 
betweene the one &the other, the forme of the pol* 
. icy of the romaine empire,ſeemed at the firſt _—_— 
| to 
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to bean Araftecracie: by reaſon of theautoritic of 
the Senate, but intrueth was a moſt abſolute mo- 
narchie : by reaſon of the ſupreme: power of the 
Emperours. The forme of the policy of the Romaine 
church , ſeemeth likewiſe to be an ariſtocracie, by 
rea{on of the authoritie both of the Cardinals , and 
councels: but in verie deed it is a moſt abſolute mo- 
narchie, by reaſon of the moſt high and circumſpe& 
power of the Popes . The lawes Imperiall , by the 
which the Romaine Empire endeuoured to appeaſe 
the controuerhie, that happened amongſt men, may 
appeare by the pandeRes, colleed by 7ri-bonian,by 
the code of 1uftinian : and by the bookes called #4mv- 
xw, The lawes Papall, by the which the Romaine 
church proceeded likewiſe to ende variaunces: may 
be ſcene in the decretall Epiſtles, writento the veric 
likeneſle and fimulitude of the Emperiall reſcriptes: 
being an Imitation, repetition rehearſall, and repre- 
ſentation, of the ſelfe ſame lawes, that bare ſwaye in 
the Romaine Empire , and ſo confeſſed by the Ca- 
noniſtes themſelues. If any will wade farther, in the 
.conſideration hereof : let them reade the colleGt- 
ons of Tohannes Berthachnus firmanms,called his reper- 
torie : which treateth in ſeuerall great volumes, of 
an infinite number of things, wherein the lawes Ci- 
uill and Canon doe accorde. And although in his 
ſecond tome there be inſerted the colle&ion of one 
Gwalnanus ( ynder the worde differentia ) touching 
the differences in diuers pointes , betweene the Ci- 
will law and the Canon. Yetare they ſofewein num- 
ber , in reſpe& of the reſt: that they are nothing in 
compariſon : and ſuch alſo as differ rather in matter 
of circumſtance, then of ſubſtaunce : and ſome of 
them,ſuch ſort of differences as may very well be,be- 
tweene a body and his Image : As for example, the 
dk H iy laſt 
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laſtdifference auing one by him is noted thus : Se- 
eundum ins Ciuile , in libello accuſatorio ponuntur nomina 
Imperators, Cr” conſulum : & (ecundum us Canonicum, 


loco illorum, ponuntur nomina Pape, & Epiſcopi.2.9.4. 
lib. & ibi no. gl . I. per Archi, 
According to the Ciuill lawe, in a libell of accu- 


ſation,the names are put of the Emperor,and of the 


Conſuls: & according to the Canon law, in ſtead of 
the the names are put of the Pope & of the byſhop. 
I5 Andit was permuted him to piue a fpurite vntothe 
m_ of the beaft , ſo that the I mage of the bea#t 
ſhould ſfpeake,and ſhould cauſe that as many 4s would 
not worſhip the Image of the beaſt ſhould be killed. 
Euery bodie Politique, and cuene ſtate that is e- 
ſtabliſhed ro continue amongeſt men , liue by their 
lawes and conſtitutions . Infomuch that lawes are 
rightly tearmed,the lite of the common wealth. And 
1inalwell ordered common wealthes theſe lawes are 
made, and ordained by the afſent of the moſt parte 
of the inhabitants and members of the ſame. For 
as in the haturall bodie of lyuing creatures , out of 
an harmonie, and conſentof euerie part and mem- 
ber, therereſulteth a certaine vitall ſpirite and vi- 
gor, that giueth life and motion to the whole bo- 
dic, and ſo long continueth the ſame in good health 
andeſtate,as it entoycth free and vninterrupted paſ- 
ſageinto cuerie part and member thereof. So in the 
bodie politicke of common wealthes, and eſtates, 
out of a conſent and agreement , of the partes and 
members therof : there are produced lawes and or- 
dinances,which giue life and ſtrength vnto the com- 
mon wealth : and ſo long continue the good eſtate, 
and proſperitie thereof, as they enioye by theirtho- 
rough execution, free and cleare paſſage, into cuery 
part and member of the ſame. And as in monar- 


chies 
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chies and abſolute gouernments, the:lawes obtaine 


no force or vigortill they receaue theſame, by the 


royall aſſent of the Prince and ſoueraigne : {o.the 
Romaine church being framed and faſhioned to the 
Image and imitation of the Romaine Empire ; and 


thereby a monarchie : whereof the Pope is ſoue- 


raigne and chiefe ; hath no life; ſtrength orforce, in 
her lawes and decrees, yntill ſhee receaue the ſame 


by the {oueraigne aſſent of the Pope: which he yeel- 
ding, thereby giueth lite and ſpirite to the image of 


the beaſt, 


So that the zmage of the beaſt can ſpeake and cauſe that 


45 many 45 x ul not worſhippe theImage of the bea#t, 
ſhal be killed, $7 


Thar is, the church of Rome can by her lawes & 


decrees, pronounce and commande , that as manie 
as will not worſhippe', honour}, andobey her, ſhall 
be killed and deſtroyed with fire and \worde , from 
the face of the earth. 
16 Andhe made all beth ſmal and great nith andpoore, 
free and band;to receaue « marke im their right hand, 
or zn thetr foreheades, 


17 And that none might buyeor ſ#ll, ſane he that had 


the marke, or the name of the beaſt, or the number of 
his name, 


- 


This marke;or name of the beaſt ; or 


fort 
the number of his name , wee finden | g 721 
the next yerſe, to be 66 6. which num |, *7 
ber Irenews in his 5. booke,and 25. chap- | T zoo 
ter,noteth to be contained inthis word _} = 5 . 
mere. Forif the letters therof. benum- | 6 | 
bered, which are all numerall.: it contai-' | o ,o | 
neth- perfe&ly that account of {ixe hun- | = 200_ | 
dred lixtic ſixe, | 666. | 


| 
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This moſt auncient-obſeruation of Irenew who 
had both ſeene Policarpme,, and ben ſcholer vnto Pa- 
pies, who wereboth diſciples vnto Saint Tohn : may 
giue vs very great light for the ynderſtanding of this 
place: which ſignifieth vnto vs that in the Romaine 
church, which is the ſeate'and kingdome' of Anti- 
chriſt : neither {mall, nor great, rich nor poore, free 
nor bonde, thatis no kinde or ſorte of people may 
without this marke, buy or ſell: that is to lay, praye 
vnto God, orprayſe God, For when wee pray vnto9 
him, we doe asit were buy with our prayers, that at 
his hande thatwe would haue. Hereof itis that God 
councelleth the church of. Zaodrcea, to buye of him 
golde tryed with the fire, that is to praye vnto him 
forthe gift of conſtancie & ſtrength of faith: which 
may endure the fire of aduerſitie'and perſecution. 

But when we prayſe God, we doe as it were, ſell yn- 

to him for his goodnes, that whichhe would hane: 

therfore ſaith Dawain 50. Plalme, Offer vnto God 
thankeſgiuing, and againe in the perſon of God: 
who ſo offereth methankes and prayſe, he honoreth 
me: but neither pray vnto God, nor prayſe God, 
that is neither buye nor ſell, might they in the Ro- 
maine church, of what nation ſocuer they were, vn- 
leſſe they had this marke, =rewc : that 1s the latine 
tongue ; Either in their forcheade, or in their right 
hande : thatiseyther byrule, or byrote : eyther' in 
their minde or in their booke, either by memorie or 
by reading. 

18 QHere# wiſedome , let him that hath wit count the 
number of the bedft for it « the number of « a man,and 
bis number is, 66 6. | | 

It is yerie cleare that this number is maruelous 
miſticall, and therefore it requireth wiſdome before 


It can an thorough! y be arched and diſsiphered, 1re- 
news 
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n«us his obſcruation-we hane aboue noted, inthe 
word ec, Healſofindeth the ſame'number in the 
word T«7« whiche ſignifieth the Sunne, {T 30, 
and that howe theformer worde agreed |= 5 
vnto Antichriſte, we haue alittle before 5. '* | 
declared. | 2 xe OL Sbc2n | = 
How this appertaineth vnto him Gre-' | 50 | | 

gory the ninthin his decretals doth teach =666 
ys: inthetitle de 2 aroritate er Obedientia . intheſe 
wordes.. Preterea noſte dtbueras , quod fecit Dems dus 
magha Iummaria m firmamento eli : luminare mains vt 
preeſſet diet,e7 luminare minus vt preeſſet notti vtrumgue 
magnum, ſed alterum mains. Ad firmamentum igitur ca- | 
li, Jt eft vnuerſals Eccleſia fecrt Dens duo magna lumi- | 
naria: 1d eft duas inflituit dignitates, que ſunt pontificra- [ 
lis authoritas, > regal poteſtas . Sed lla que precſt dies 
bus, 1d eft Pan. maror eſt: que vero carnalibus,ms- 
nor: Vt quanta et inter ſolem & lunam, tanta inter Pon- . 
tifices CT reges differentia cognoſcatur . Heereupon the 
gloſe ſaith , Cum terra 1g1rur ft ſepties mator Luna, Sol 's 
autem oftres eft mator terra, reitat vt Pontificalss dignita 5 P 
quadragefies ſepries fit mator dignttateregals. 

Haymo byſhop of Alberſtatenan an expoſition vp- 
pon the Reuclation(he lined about the yeare of our 
Lord $40.) beſids.the words before alleadged, no- 
teth the greeke wordes, ao and Apuyu', The Go- 
thick worde Genſerikos: and rhe latine worde D:c- 
lux, each of them contayning that number of 666. 
Iwil not heere diſcuſſe how right Greek theſe words 
are: only I will laye them downe as Thinde them , & 
fo particularly conſider of them. 
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arr ſajth Heme ſignificth in Greke 
Honor, contrarms,and contayneth the. : 
number of 666. So that whoſoeuer - 
is moſt contrary-to the honor of god 
and honor of princes, he 1s this «24%. 
that 15, honort contrart:us. | 
But how.is more contrary tothe ,,.. . 666 
honorof Gad, then he that diminiſheth the glorye 
of God: &he that(the ſcripture teacheth ys, the be- 
ginning of. our ſaluation to bee from the grace of 
God: the (ſubſtance of our ſaluation to conſiſt in the 
righteouſneſſe of Chriſt:and the ende of our ſaluati- 
on to bee referred tothe glorye of God.) profeſſeth 
farre otherwiſe, yeelding parte of the beginning to 
the power of nature; parte of the ſubſtance, to the 
merits of man: part of the ende,tothehonor of cre- 
atures. *s 
This is he that permitteth himſelfe to bee called 

DOMINYS DEYS PAPA. 

_ That imparteth vnto manye the honor due ynto 
Godalone:; thattreadeth yppon the neck of Empe- 


rors , that infulteth vyppon kings, that diſpoſeth of 


Empires and kingdomes: that mudgeth all men, and 
is indged by none : That whatfocuer he doeth, no 
man may ſay ynto him, Domane cur ita facs? That co- 
taineth all lawes within the cheaſt of his breſt, That 
holdeth for a ſufticient reaſon of his doings 
Srefr pro ratione wluntas 4 Fo bg” 2 
That takeththe Emperorfor his Rteward, his bai- 
liffe and his man: That ſaith, o-me zus Rezumpendet 4 
Papa. This is 714 .and thisis Antichriſt Prince of the 
whole world. 
ame ſaith Z74zmeo is interpreted Nego: And bee- 
ing accomptedaccording to the grecke letters, bee- 
ingall numerall: make yppe the inſt number - lixe 
1N- 
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dred fixtie and fixe. the accomprt fal- ſ: "LEY 


leth out euen, P 100 
But the worde thus written hardly [x50 
receueth that interpretation. Where- \ 4 Loh e 
fore I take it rather to bee the three | of 
firſtfillabls of the word «muws which - [E_F 
fignifieth Negans The miſterie wher- 660 
of $, /ohnexpoundethynto ys in his firſt epiſtle, the 
ſecond chapter the 23. verſe. 16 
Tit 5m ivgnc;el jab ap rprercetor lng te ex im 0 fir Er 150 3a Try oe 
L£y% eft mendax, nfs qus negat Teſum eſſe; Chriſtum, his 
eft Antichrifiu: Whois a lyar but hee that denieth 
Ieſus to be Chriſt, he is Antichriſt. Our Lord Teſus 
1s tearmed Chriſt, thatis toſaye, the annointed, in 
tworeſpeRs : the one, for that heis the chicfe prince 
the other, for that hee is the cheefe preiſt , and Pro- 
phet.As chiefe prince he ſitteth atthe right hande of 
the father, till his exiemies be made his footeſtoole: 
gouerning the godly with his ſpirit, and the wicked 
with arod of iron. As chiefe proit , heisapreiſt for 
eucr, after the orderof Melc iſedech, hauing nether 
ſucceſſor nor coadiutor , who needeth not often to 
offer himſelfe as the highpreiſt' of the Tewes, who 
went yeerlye to the ſanuary with other blood : for 
with one oblation , hath hee conſecrated for euer, 
thoſe that are ſanRified , whiche ſanRification wee 
haue by the oblatio of thebody of Chriſt, once made 
which ſacrifice for ſinnes being offered,he ſitteth for 
eucr atthe right hand of God, In reſpe& of which ſa- 
crifice God promiſcth that he wil forgiue vs our ſins 
and put our iniquities out ofhisremembrance.Now 
where remiſcion of ſinnes is, there is no more offe- 
ring for ſinnes : and ſo conſequentlye no ſacrificing 
preiſthoode: that funQion hauing bene ablolutelye 


performed by Chriſt Ieſus, 


Ijj. But 


Durandus 
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But the Biſhop of Rome eſtabliſhing a ſacriti- 
cing preiſthoode, a an offering for all a&ual ſins, 


by the ſacrifice of the maſſe; denyeth leſus to be that 


annointed, and eternall preiſt,\accordingto the or- 
derof Mel chiſedech, Who by oneſacrifice yppon the 
aultar of the crofſe/hath obtayned ſuch a perfe& re- 
miſsion of ſinnes,alwellacuall,, as-originall : that 
there may-be'no farther or future oblation or ſacri- 
fice for ſinnes. 
| For to repeate the aying: of the Apolilei in his e- 
piſtleto the Mebrevpes: thetenth chapter; Where re- 
miſ%ion of finnes is, there may bee no more offering 
forſinne., And againe, when they teache theſe two 


propoſitions, the one deuiſed by Pope | Boniface, the 


other by Pope Sixt#s. Deus aſumpſh t Perrum in conſor- 
trum mamidue frinttatis: atd ab eo Fanquam a capite;dona 


ſua omnia in corpis tranſſundit, God hath aſſumed Pe- 


ter/into the fellowſhip of theindiviGible trinitie:and 
from him as from a head, powreth all his giftesinto 
the bodie: and that Dun Petrus habitat m Pontifi- 
ce Remano: Sain& Peter dwelleth in the Romain by- 
ſhop. By reaſon whereof hee is that 2elchi/edech, 
for he is the head of all byſhops, whoſe preiſthoode 
none other is tocompare with:from whom they all 
growe, as members doe grow from the heade ,and 
of whoſefulneſſe they all receaue. JS11 2400 
And moreouer affirme :, Ecclefram efſe Vnam , non 


reffenſs propter Chriftum, ſed propter Papam, qui eam conſeruat v- 


nam. That the church is one, not in reſpect of Chriſt 
but in reſpe& of the Pope, that keepeth i it inone.Do 
they not vtterly ouerthrow al that in them lyeth, the 
fun&ionsof Chriſts annointing: who is both the 
cheife preiſt and prince of his church. Being the head 
thereof, as of a miſticall bodie, which receaucth fro 
him by the influence of his grace ſpiritua.llife , and 


vigor.. 
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vigor. His mercie'wiſedomeand prouidence ſprea- 
ding themſclues , both generally throughout the 
whole, and particulerly into euery member thereof. 
Wherby both the ynitie & felicity therof is wrought 
and eſtabliſhed. 

But they thatdeny vnto him or attribut vnto any 
other the fun&tions of his annointing : deny him to 
be Chriſt. By this therefore we may ſee who is 4iv-u; 
Who 1s «Pownce, Whois Antichriſt, 

Genſericos, ſaith Zaymo, ſignifieth in the Gothicke 
tongue, Gentimm ſedudtor, the ſeducer of the gentils: 


e741 eoreft Antuhriſius, chriſta contrarins , quad ite ſedu- 

for the vero dictur pentium ſaluator.. T3. 

Andin this is antichriſt contrary vn-- |= 5 4 
to Chriſt: Thatthe oneis theſeducer | || >; ,\* 'v 
the other is the ſaujour of the gentils..,, Jn. 8 i 
This woorde he reconethin Greeke.***} > 100 : 
letters, and ſo maketh it vp the num- . |, 7 ; 


ber of 666. | 19! 5 
_ Whothis ſeducerof the Gentiles! |= 200] 
is, wee maye well perceaue by that--.' 666. 
which is ſaid before , no doubtit 1s heof whom the 
Prophet Jachary ſpeaketh , Immediatly after the pa- 
fs10n of Chriſt,whenas the Gentils had receaued the 
faith,and the ſinagogue was diflolued, 
Ecceego {uſcitabo Paſto rem in tFerrd:s ſuccrſa non viſt a- 
bit, atate tenerum non queret , rcontritum non ſanabit, 74cn.17,1% 
fantem non ſu entabit; 09” carnem pinguis comedet,o vn 
gulas eorum abrumpet, Y # paſtors vano derelifors pecoris, 
glaaus ſuper brachium ei, & ſuper oculum dextrum ems 
brachium eius areſcends areſcet, & oculys dexter erus cal:- 
gan4o caligabit, Forlo (faiththe Lord) I will raiſe vp: 
aſhepheard inthe land, which ſhalnotlooke for the 
thing that is loſte , norſ{eeke the tender lambes, nor 
heale that that is hurt,nor ſuſtaine that that ſtandeth 
L. 1, vp: 
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vp: buthe ſhalleate the fleſhe of the fatte, and teare 
their clawes in pieces : Ohidle ſhepheardethatlea- 
neth the flock. The ſwoord ſhal bee vyppon his arme, 
and yppon his right eye; his arme ſhall beclean dri- 
ed vp, & his right eye ſhal be ytterly-darkened: This 
is Geyſericos, gentium ſeduRor,the TO Atl 1doll 
{hepheard of the Gentiles. | 
TheLatine wordes DIC LY X (that is D50s) 
ſay light ) as it is noted by Zaymo, con- © I 


 ———_ 
. 


taine alſo the ſame number of ſixe hun- Yeo £ 


dred ſixty and fixe, and are not voide of J.L'50{- 

eſpeciall demonſtration, | 'V 5 
For the Pope although his kingdome X 10 

and religion benothingels then darke- "666 

neſle and ignorance, yet wil he haue tnen 

to beleeue and profeſſe , that with him.,' and' his 

is the truth: and the light . 

And though men ſee it to bee darkenefſe ; yer 
ſay it tobee light . Yea and that hee is the ſunne 
that ſhineth in the firmamentofthe Churche:and 
the Lampethar giuethlight ynto men. 

Therefore Cornelis Byſhop of Bitonto (- wel ac- 
quainted asit ſeameth with the Popes humor heeres 
in) in an oration 'of his at the laſte councell of 
Trent vied this ſpeach. =_ 
Papalux vent in mundum, ſed dilexerunt homes tene- 
bras, mags quamlucem. 

The Pope beeing the light, came into the world, 
but menloued the darkenefſle better then the light . 
Jt ſeameth he had learned this Leſſon DIC L7 Xx: 
lethimlearnethis withall: itis 666, 

The later writers doe note the ſame numberin 
{undrie other woordes, both in Hebrewe & greck, 
In Hebrew inthe wordes py wry RD Man 

Inthe Greeke in the words invioierraure, ipcperia zen 
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ts Booe Giger bt yeutne,  paan me waxy, DUO. 

Wee will conſider of euery of theſe as wee did of 
the former, that we may ſee how they accorde both 
in number and in ſenſe. 

We Ran 
 Intthe Hebrewe tongue {ignifieth {7 400} 
a ſacrafice andeleuation vnto, God, |.» 200 
Sanftus Pagnines in his ditonarye | 6 
called Fhi/eors lingue fante, vnder' < 1 40 
the verbe By: expoundeth it thus, ? 
RYOVARER olaruo fic appellataquod (ur | > 10 
ſum &* deorſum moneatur C&- x pines 4, ira + 
665 
It is'a ſacrifice fo called becanſe of the elenation 
and motion of it vpp and downe , And this it ſea- 
meth he obferued out of Dauid Krmechr , one of the 
moſt learned Rabbins of the Hebrewes 
© This interpretation layeth downe before our 
eyes the very action of the ſacrifice of the Mafte. For 
there is aſacrifice vnto God. | 
For they ſay their oblation and ſacrifice conſiſt- 
eth of our Lord and SaujourTeſus Chriſt whow they 
offer vnto God. There is alfo an cleua 
tion,and a motion /#r/umer deorſum {Hi 8 
vp and downe. So that thisin theh-e | #2 
brewe exprefleth that in the Greeke |> ,-,| 
which welaft noted 5 wn #annwim The |» zoo| 
Popiſh maſſe. So that the one may ve- 4 A If 
ry well ſtand for the interpretation of | . 
| A 


O 


the other:and:bothas we may ſee;the 
one after the numerall letters of the 
hebrewe : the other of-the Greeke, |* 2®} 
make vp the1uſtnumber of fixe hun- |, "1 
dred ſixtic and ſixe. 101 2212. 2008 PS 
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arc ro receaue their accompr accor- | a J 


ding tothe numeral letters of the , pe 


Greckas the former Gothick words } = 260 |' 
of Hayme likewiſe did, Andasthe La- | | 
ting words Ecclefra Tratica alſo do? _ 

Thelc hebrew, wordes ſignifie the ſonne of E/an, 


who otherwiſe was called &£dom , of whome came 
Gen36.& the Kdomyts, ſo that the ſoone of Eſau is as muche. 
wh toſay, as a chicfc of the Edomits 
1acobalſo was called Iſracll, and of himit is that 
God often calleth his faithfull and choſen, Iacob his 
inheritaunce;and his people Hracl.As then Edom ha- 
ted Iſrael, ſo ſhall the Edomits, the Iſraclits, that is 
the reprobate ſhall abhor the.godly, The limbes of 
Antichriſt, ſhall affli& the members of Chriſt . The 
Papiſts which are the &domites, ſhall perſecute the 
= true Chriſtians: which are the Iſraclits, No w hethat | 
is the chicfe of the Edomits, heis this wypr> whoſe 
name containeth the number of 666: Whom toge- 
ther with his whole faction he ſhal deſtroy and abo- 
liſh that is called farrhfull ex true : and indgeth & figh- 
I | teth righteouſly, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire,and vppon 
| wh ſe nead there are many crownes , who 1s clothed with a 
garment dipt in blood, and whoſe name #s the worde of God 
Out of whoſe mouth p goeth out a [harpe [worde, that with it 
E- he may ſmite the heathen:for he ſal rule themwith arod of 
| 0 tron: Forhets that treadeth the wnpreſſe, of the fiercenes of 
| | the wrathe of God, and Vppen hu garment, and Vppon FR 


| 

? th:gh aname writren the Kingef Kings, and.L ;of Lords, 
F "#7: gy It wee will knowe howe his-garment is diptin 
IP ſz 65. blood, the Prepher Eſay will tell vs. in'his threeſcore 


and fixt chap. that itis ſprinckled with the blood of 
the Edomits. 


P Y ho ts thus that comme;h frem Edom? Y Bith redde 
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Farmentes from Boſya © He is glorious m by apparell: and 
walketh in his great flrength. 1 ſpreake in righteouſneſſe, 
and am mightie to ſaue. Wherefare is thine apparel redde, 
and thy garmentes like him that treadeth m the winepreſſe? 
I haue troden the wine preſſe alone , and of all people there 
$.15 none with me. For 1 will tread them in mine anger: and 
tread them ynder foote 1n my wrath , and therr bloud ſhall 
beſprinckled on my garmentes , and I will tame all my ray- 
ment : for the day of vengeance is m my heart , and the 
yeere of my Redeemer 15 come, : f 

Thus the Prophet intimateth the glorious com- 
ming of our Lorde & Sauiour to the laſt inggement: 
to the confuſion of Zdom: and comfort of 7/rae!. But 
hereof we ſhall note more yppon the two laſt verſes 
of the next chapter. 

\. The other wordes that containe this number of 
666. as Eccleſia Italica, the Italian or Romaine 
Church «94an« xx" an euill prieſtly or Eccleliaſticall 
gouernment or power, and «© # za. Iam God 
ypon the earth, accompliſh that account 1n this ſort. 
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The interpretation hereof is nothing difhcult. 
The firſt which is Eccleſid Italica, ſeu Romana , lignifi- 
eth the Italian or Romaine church .. The ſeconde 
'expreſleth his gouernement : that is, Pontsfex max1- 
ms, the cheife Byſhoppe, & Summus Sacerdes, and 
higheſt prieſt, qur 'plenitudinem obtinet f poteſtaris 5 who 
hath obtayned the fulneſſe of power : cuz 1m #5 que 
vulr, eft pro ratione voluntas., ynto whomin what him 
liſt, his will, tandeth for reaſon, as his Canonilſtes 
deliuer - Andthe thirde is a myfteric by them alſo 
intheſe wordes laydeopen , Dominus Dews Papa ,the 
Lorde God thePope. 

Thus in this chare&er of 6 66. wee ſee contay- 
ned , the countrie , the language , the pryde, the ty- 
rannie, the doGtrine, the gouernment,the fun&ion, 
the impiety,and the blaſphemie of Antichriſt, which 
are cuerie of them ſpeciallic : and all of them onely 
appliableto the Byſhops of Rome. 

It reſteth that we further conſider in what ſort it 
. 1s tearmed the number of a man : for ſo it is layde 
downe in the text. 

It s the number of a man , and bis number is ſixe hun- 
_ dred foxute ſixe, 

For the better vnderſtanding hereof, we are to 
obſerue two thinges. Firſt, the matter handled in 
theſe three chapters, the 12.13. and 14. Secondly 
the methode yſ{ced and obſerued therein : the matter 
is the eſtate of the church of God from the byrth of 
Chriſt , to the end ofthe world; the byrth of Chriſt, 
the comfort that the church thereby had : Chriſtes 
conqueſtes, by his paſsion : his glorious aſcention, 
the malice and endeuour of Sathan : firſt againſt 
Chriſt hirafelfe, ſecondly againſt his church ; third- 
ly againſt the members thereof, the perſecutions, 
and aftlitions of the Faithfull; the reſtauration 


c 
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of the trueth : the decaye of falſhoode, and laſtly 
the glorification of the godly , and condemnation 
of the wicked,at the finall indgement. The methode. 
is firſt a deſcription of the church of God, in the 
forme of a woman : out of whoſe wombe, Chriſt 
1s borne. Sathanis deſcribed in the forme of a dra- 
gon : ſeeking to deuour this childe , which the 
church had brought foorth . Thirdly the aſcen- 
tion of Chriſtis declared : and the perſecutions rai- 
ſed againſt the Churche, after Chriſtes aſcention. 
Fourthly Gods prouidence is laydedowne , in pre- 
ſeruing the vniuerſall church from ruyne : which 
 wasdoone by three meanes : by the generall di(- 
perſing of the church : by the two Teſtamentes, 
which preſerued the trueth of the dodrine : and 
by the mortalitie of the perſecutors , | Fiftly Sa- 
thans endeuours are manifeſted againſt the mem- 
bers of the Church : when as hee ſawe that hee 
coulde not preuaile againſte the whole bodie , 
that hee might the more violentlye afflice the 
members , hee vſeth principally two inſtrumentes: 
the firſt the Romaine Empire , the ſeconde the 
Popedome. The Romaine Empire is deſcribed 
in the forme of a beaſt moſt yglye , and cruell. 
The pryde and proceedinges thereof are layde 
downe : andalſo the decaye, which was wrought 
by another beaſt, that hadde two hornes like the 
Lambe : bur ſpake like the Dragon . Which by 
the juſt indgement of God, partly by fraude , part- 
ly by force inuaded the greatneſle, and authoritie 
of the former , and ſo brought it to ruine, which 0- 
ther bealtis the Popedome, whoſe pride and tyran- 
ny, is likewiſe declared : and finally the fall thereof, 
which is wrought by the reſtauration of the puritie 


of the dodrine t by the woorde of God , and ſhall 
r nd through- 


Paul. 2, 
T heſ.2., 3.9, 
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thronghly be accompliſhed by Chriſtes comming 
iniudgement. And this is it that Saznt Paule teach- 
cth vs , that the man of ſinne the ſonne of perdition, 
ſhall bee conſumed by the ſpirite of the Lordes 
mouth : and aboliſhed by the brightneſle of his 
comming.. Nowe the next verſe which 1s, the firlt 
of the next chapter, beginneth to expreſle the re- 
ſtauration of the doctrine . Chriſt manifeſting him- 
ſelfe in his Church in mount Sion, accompaned 
with thoſe whome the former perſecutions of the 
Romaine Empire and Popedome , had conſecra- 
tedas martyres ynto him , and ſendeth an Angell 


 withaneuerlaſting Goſpell, to preach vnto them 
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that dwell yppon the earth : tocuerie nation , and 


kindred, and tongue and people : which verſe be- 


ginneth thus : 

Then I looked and#lve a Lambe floode on mount S1on, 
ec. Which intimateth this muche ynto vs : that 
when that man ſhall come whoſe name (hall be ſixe 
hundred fixtie and ſixe, If it be wittily accounted: 
that then Chriſt ſhall manifeſt himſelfe : that then 
the euerlaſting Goſpel ſhalbe preached to them that 
dwell yppon the earth : that then the puritie of do- 
arine ſhalbe reſtored : that then the will , and word 
of God., ſhall be publiſhed : by the which 3abylon 
ſhall fall, and the popedome bee waſted and con- 
ſumed. | 

Theſe circumſtances do leade ys to Paul tertine, 


whoſe name being well accompred, contayneth this. 


number of ſixe hundred fixtiefixe, if wee alter the 
numeralllettersto Arithmeticall figures , and rca- 
con it thereafter, thus : 


PAVLYVS. IILE 
555 II. 


For 


aa a Am Da. ac o> im on A > am. oe od 


* For Paulus containeth three numerall letterss 
vz. VLV. the firſte Vis5.the Land V is 5 5. which 


layd downe arithmeticallye thus 555. is fiue hun-, 


dred fifty and fiuezthen I 1I which in namerall let- 


ters ſignifieth the thid in arithmeticall account is: 


one hundred and eleuen. And both theſe numbers, 
holde an equall proportion,as one, ten, a hundred, 
five, fifry,fiuve hundred: which both ſummes being 
added together,do make vpathird number of the 
ſame proportion,which 1s 666, 

Inthe time of this Pope, the Goſpell began to 


take roote;in many countries ſundry: learned men, . 


both by wordes and writinges, preaching and pro- 
feſsing the (inceritie and truth of the dofrine . For 
_ the ſuppreſsing wherof,in this Popes tyme the coun- 
cell of Irent was aflembled,and no practiſe omitted 
by confederacies,leagues,and complattes to with- 


ſtand the progreſle of the truth . and to perſecute. 


the profeſſors thereof : but ſo had Gods goodnes 
ordayned thinges,that now the riuer of Euphrates 
was dryed vp:that the way of the kinges of the Eaſt 
might be prepared,Euphrates the glory , & ſtrength 
of Babylon : the power and authoritye of Rome, 
was {o decayed, by the euil opinion, that many prin- 
ces and potentates 1uſtly conceiued of it, that the 
way of the kinges of the Eaſt was thereby prepared. 

So that as at the birth of Chriſt there came wyſe 


men out of the Eaſt vato Hieruſalem to worſhippe 


him : falling downe before him, and preſentinge 
vnto him their giftes,of golde, incenſe, and myrhe. 


Euen ſo at the ſecond birth (as it were)of Chriſt by 


the reſtitution of the true dorine , manye noble, 
wiſe and learned men(who by alluſion to the for- 
mer ſtorie)are tearmed kinges of the Eaſte : embra- 
ſed the Goſpell,tcll downe and worſhipped Chrilt, 


K.1lj, and 
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and beſtowed the talents, of their power, learninge 
wiſedome,iudgement,and induſtrie,ynto his glorye: 
and aduauncement of his truth. 

In this Popes time the ſocietie of the Teſuits, was 
conſtituted,and ordayned : hauing added to their 
yowes of ſingle lyfe and pouertie, the yowe of obey- 
dience to a chicfe head, and principall preſident , cz 
omnes in terris tanquam Chriſto parerent : cum m verba 
inrarent C7 cums fibt nutum,C* voluntatem,initar din- 
nt cuuſdam oraculi ducerent, This gouernour was as 
it were their chiefe prophet : and they as rhe chil- 
dren of the prophets. To theſe three yowes , they 
10yned a fourth : which is, that whether ſo cuer the 
Biſhop of Rome {hall pleaſe to ſend them : thether 
without any gayneſaying, without any rewarde, or 
allowance ſought towardes their iorney, they muſt 
immediately go . "Whereupon this Pope enlarged 
their ſocietye with his priueledges , firſte to the 
number of threeſcore , and afterwardes vpon ex- 
perience of their faithfull ſeruice vnto him, he made 
it ſans number. 

TheſcTeſuites are the three or threeſcore or many 
folde ſpirites or frogges,that come out of the mouth 
of the Dragon,that 1s by the dire&ion of the deuill, 
out of the mouth of the beaſt, that is by the dire&i- 
on of the Pope,and out of the mouth of the falſe 
Prophetzthat is by the dire&tion of their prepoſite, 
or preſidenttFor they are the ſpirites of deuils, that 


| isto ſay,deuilliſh yoyde of all trueth and charitie, 


which -worke iniracles, by their hypocriſy illuſions 
and oſtentation of learning , and go to the kinges 
of the earth,and of the whole worlde, whether {oe- 
uer it pleaſeth the Pope to ſende them , to gather 


_ themto the battaile of the great day of god almigh- 


tyc:thatisto moue them to the afli&ion,and perſe- 
os | cution 
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cution of the true chriſtians:in the which they ſhall | 


- confederate,band, & combine themſelues by theſe 
mens perſwaſions , but ſhall be deſtroyed, vanqui- 
ſhed,and ouerthrowne,in the middeſt of their miCl. 
chiuous enterpriſes , by the omnipotent power of 
God. 

Thus hauing declared by theſe premiſes how this 
miſticall number, is the number of a man whoſe 
numberis 6 6 6. we will here impoſe an ende,tothe 
interpretation of this thirtenth chapter: onelye 4ad- 
ding this much, that Paulus rer11#5 , in whoſe name 
this accompt,and number is contained, wasa man, 
cuen in his owne time charged , -with extortion .& 
facriledge,with adulterie and inceſt, with murther 
and parricide;with negromancie and coniuration. 


- The particularities whereof are plainely expreſſed,in 


the xxi . booke of Sle:dans commentaries , to- 
wardes the ende of the yeare 1 5 49. whereby hee 
ſeemeth a man not ynmeete in whoſe name this mi- 
ſicall number and periode of Papall proſperitye 
ſhould be accompliſhed. As for the meanes of the 
Popedomes farther fall,and finally of the vtter ſub- 
uerſion thereof : the next chapter which is the 
tourtenth, will, moſt manifeſtlye laye it open vn- 


tO VS, 


CHAD. 14, 


1 ThenlT looked,and lo,alambe floode on mount Son, 
and with him,an hundreth,fortte and foure thouſand , ha- 
ning his fathers name written on their foreheads, 

2 And I heard 4 Voyce - from heauen ,' as the 
ſounde of manye waters , and as the ſounae of 4 great 


thunder : and 1 heard the voice of harpers , barping mith 


their harpes, 
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. 3 And they ſung 44it were 4 newe ſong before the 


throne, and befere the foure beaſtes , and the elders,and no 
man could learne that ſing,but the hundreth forty &x- foure 
thouſand » hich were bou ght from the earth, 

4 | Theſe are they which are not defiled with women : 


for they are virgins:theſe follow the lambe whether ſo ener 


he goeth : theſe are bought from men,being the firſtfruites 
Þnto God and vnto the lambe. [1 
And in their mouthes was found no guzle, far they 
are without ſpot before the throne of Gad. 
6 Thenl ſaw another Angell flye in the nuddeſt of 


 beauen,haning an enerlaſting G o/pell,to preach vnto them, 


that dwell on the earth and to euery nation,and kinred, & 
rongueand people. 

7 Saying with a loude Yoyce feare God, and gine glo- 
rie to him:for the houre of his udgements is come: and wor: 
ſup him that made heauen and theearth,and the ſea, and 
the fountanes of waters, 

8 QJnd there followed another Angel,ſaying it ts 
fallen,it # fallen, Babylon the great City : for ſhee made all 
nations to drinke of the wine,of the wrath of her fornica- 
r10n, 

'9 'Andthethird Angellfollowed them,ſaying with 
« loude Voyce,if any man worſhip the beaſt and hs Image, 
and receaue his marke in hu forehead or on his hand... 

Io Theſameſhall 1rinke, of the wine of the wrath of 
God,yea of the pure wine which 15 poured mro the cuppe of 
his wrath,and he ſtall be tormented mm fire and brimſtone 
before the holy Angels,and before the lambe, . 

Ii DAndthe froeks of thetr torment ſhall aſcend cuer- 
more : and they ſhall haue uo reſt day nor nghrohich Ware 
ſhip the beaſt and his Image,and whoſieuer receaueth the 
print of his name. 

12 Here the patience of Sainfes:hereare they that 
keepe the Commandements of God,and the faith of I go. 

'F | I3 Then 
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13 ThenlTheard a voyce from heauen ſaying vnto me, WW 
Svrite, Bleſſed are the dead,which hereafter dye in the Lord: þi 
-Euen ſo faith the ſpirite:for they reſt from their labours,& 
their workes follow them, 

14 .AndTlooked,and behold, a white cloud, vpon 
the cloude,one fitting like vnto the ſonne of man, hauing on if 
hu head a golden crowne,and in hu handa ſrarpeſuckle. ' 

IS Andanoether A ngell came out of the temple 7 bn | i 
ing with a loud vyoyce, to him that ſat on the Cloude,thruſt | i 
zn thy ſichle,and reape: for the time us come to reape: for the i 
harueſt of the earth s ripe. | 3 
" 16 © \Andhe that ſate on the Cloude,thruſt in hu ſickle 1 

on the earth,and the earth was reaped. | ; 

17 Then another Angell came out of the Temple, 
which  n heautnyhaning alſo a [harpe fickle. 

18. - And another angel came out fro the altar, which 
had power ouer fire, cryed with a loude crie to him that 
had the ſharpe ſickle,&: ſaid, thruſt in thy ſharpe fickle, & 
gather the cluſters of the Þnejarde of the earth , forher 
grapes areripe, 

.-19 And the angel thruſt in his ſkarpefic kle on the 
earth & cut downe Ze vines of the vineyard of earth and 
caſt them into the great winepreſſe of the wrath of God, | $0 

20 NAnd the winepreſſe was troden without the catie = 
and bloud came out of Fa winepreſſe,vnto the horſe bridles 1 ; 

-by the ſpace of a thouſand &-ſpxe hundred furlonges, = | 

==) Thou lambe of God that takeſt away the 18 

24 \| finnes of the world, thou lambthar ſtan- " 


le& whom thou haſt taken ont of the miſerie of this 


» jm . -- 
world out oferror and ignorance , and ages. bu 
nr yak L tote {' 


$0 A LETTER WRITTEN. 


thoſe whom thou haſt deliuered out of the thral- 
dome and oppreſsion of the olde Romaine empire, 
and the Image thereof the new Romaine Church, 
and haſt bleſſed with thy Fathers name with eter- 
nall glorye and felicitye, whom with thy preci- 
ous bloud thou haſt bought from the earth, from 
ſinne and corruption , and haſt ſo endued. with 
thy ſpirite and grace that they were not defiled with 
women , with the errors and ſuperſtitions of par- 


ticular churches , but kept. the virginitye of their | 


dodcryne and fayth within thy catholycke church 
pure and fincere , and haſte aduaunced to euer- 


 laſtyng blifſe , and made the fyrite fruites ynto 


GOD, faythfull and ſpotleſle before the throne 
of his Maieſtye , wee yeelde thee. moſte humble 
hartye, and duectifull thankes, that it hath pleaſed 
thee to ſend thy meſſengers , miniſters and prea- 
chers into the militant church, topreach & publiſh 
thycuerlaſting Goſpell, which the might & miſtes 
of Babylon had longe Concealed and obſcured, 
ynto them that dwell on the earth , and to. euery 
nation and kinred, and tongue, and people, tea- 
ching vs to feare God,and geue glory vnto him,and 
not to feare the power and might of Antichriſt 


nor his fyerce and furious thunderboltes of cur- 


ſes andexcommunications,nor to glorify.and mag- 
nifie that man of ſinne and childe of perdition, but 
to gloritye God,the honour of whoſe iudgement is 
come to conſume the kingdome of Antichriſt, with 
the ſpirit of his month, and to worſhip thy heauen- 
ly father and thee hiseternall worde and wiſedome 
which haſt made heauen andearth and the fea , and 
the fountaynes of waters , and not to worſhippe 
ſtockes and ſtones, Images and Idols the babes and 
abhominations of Babylon. We yceld the alſo moſh 
es " hum» 
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humble and feruent thankes , that with this thy 
heauenlye dodrine and ſpirite of thy mouth,thou 
haſt ouerttirowne the towres of Babell, the might 
and maieſtye of the Romiſh Sinagoge, that wee 
maye truelye,and reioycinglye ſay,Itis fallen, itis 
fallen , Babylon the great Cittie that made all na- 
tions drunken with Idolatrye and ſuperſtition e- 
uen with the name of her falſe do&rine wherin God 
in his wrath ſ(uffered her to ſolace her ſelfe, and to 
commit idolatrie , which is ſpirituall fornication, 
Webeſeech thee good Lord more and more,to con- 
ſumeher,and ſhortlye to aboliſh her with thy moſte. 
glorious comming , and in the meane tyme O Lord 
thunder into the innermoſte care of the deafe pa- 
- piſtes, the threatninges of thy thirde Aungell, that 
if any man-worſhip Antichriſt, & his romiſh church 
madeto the Image and repreſentation of the olde 
Romayne Empire and receaue his Characer or do- 
Qrine in his forchead and in his hande, that is in his 
fayth and praiſe, in his conceite and conuerſation 
to be both belecued and boulſtered with his counſel 
and execution, the ſame ſhall drinke of the Wine 
of the wrath of God,yea of the pure wine which 1s 
powred into the Cup of his wrath,and ſhal bee tor- 
mented in fire and brimſtone before the holy angels 
and before thee, and the ſmoke of their tormentes 
ſhall aſcende for euermore : That with the conſide- 
ration hereof they may beſtrookenin conſcience, 
& harken vnto thy yoyce:go out of her my people, 
that you be not partakers in her ſinnes,& that you 
receaue not of her plagues,and for that O Lorde, a 
tyme and ſpace is required for the vtter conſu- 
ming, of this hideous body of antichriſt,during the 
which he and his adherentes repining at thy trueth 


and iudgementes,withall rage and rancor, mali gn 
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mid perſecute thy choſen and fayrhfull: Indue vs 
O Lord with patience in all og and afflictions 
glue vs grace tokeepe thy Commaundementes,and 
make ys feruent and fruitefull in thy fayth and 
what ſo cuer euent , thou ſhalte gme vnto our 
troubles in this worlde , yea though it bee thy 
will, that the force, or furie. of Antichriſt - pre- 
uayle agaynſt the mortall bodyes and worldelye 
eſtate of our ſelues, or of our brethren , yet let 
that thy heauenlye yoyce. ſtyll recomforte our 
{oules, : Bleſſed are the dead which hereafter dye 
in the Lorde , cuen ſo ſayth the Spirite; for they. 
reſte from theyr laboures , and theyr workes 
followe them. Wee knowe and aci-:1owledge O 
Lambe of eternall light , that with thee 1s true reſt 
voyde of labour, true life voyde of death; true feli- 
citie voyde of all trouble and miſcrie. 

Wee knowe alſo that our workes, which thorow 
thy grace,we de@according to thy wil 20 not before 
vs to make our way and paſlage intoheauen , which 
thy bloud and merites only haue done, but that thi- 
ther by thy great goodnes,and fauour they. followe 
vs toreceiue reward at thy bounteous and liberall 


hand; 


Laſtlye,forthar the tyme of thy fynall indgement 


doth approach, and thy Aungels are ſhortly to: 


be ſent to reape the harueſt of the earth and tocut 
downe the vynes of the vyneyarde thereof, endue 
vs O Lorde,with thy grace, inſtru& vsin' thy trueth 


.tnat as pure Corne wee maye bee gathered, in- 


to the Barnes of thy cuerlaſting bliſſe, and neither 
as tares, or wicked weedes bee throwne into the 
furnace of eternall fyre , nor as the yngratious 
grapes full' of yyleneſle , and vanytye , bee caſt 
into te FERne of Foy wrath,which ſhalbe trode 

with- 


BY A TRVE CATHOLIKE, 8g 


withoutthe citie, that is executed without thy king- 
dome:for without ſhalbe doggs and enchanters and 
whoremongers, and murtherers, and Idolaters, and 
whoſoeuer loueth or maketh lyes , & the bloud ſhall 
come cuen to the horſe bridles,the tortures and tor- 
mentes, ſhall reach from the meaneſt man to the 
mightieſt monarch , & that for the ſpace of a 1600 
furlonges , which 1 is foreuer andeuer , for rightlye 
may that ſquare number of foure times foure inti- 
mate ynto vseternitie. And {yth O thou ſecond A- 
dam,and reſtorer of mankind, thy church hath ſince 


thy natiuitie walked here on earth nowe neere (1x-. 
tene hundred yeres as it were 1600 furlongs, which 


15in hundreds of yeres proportionable to the time, 
that was betweene the firſt 44am, and the floud of 
Nee : {trike into our heartes with thy remembring 
{pirite, a deepe impreſsion of thy-comming , that it 
be not with vs, asin the days before the flond, wher- 
in they did cate, and drinke,and marrie,and gaue in 
marriage , and knewe nothing till the flould came, 

and tooke them all away : but that caſting away all 
careleſnes and ſecuritic we may like wiſe and faith- 
full ſeruantes be founde watchfull, readie, and dili- 
gent in fulfilling of thy will, and doin g of our du- 
ties, carneſtly praying and day ly expecting for thy 


comming , that thou our Lorde and maſter ſo nd. 


Ing vs, being the author and fountaine of all bleſſed- 
neſſe mayſt truely make vs bleſſed.Come Lord leſus. 

Let thy mightie hande and outſtretched arme,O 
Lorde be ſtill our defence,thy mercy &loutng kind- 
nes in Teſus Chriſt the deare ſonne our aluatis, thy 
trueandholy wordeour inſtruction, thy grace and 
holy ſpirite our comfort and conſolatio n, veto the 
_ endzand inthecad. 
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Annotations. 


REM Hereas in the temth verſe of the xiy Chapter , mention i 
FE made of a beaft ry ſing wppe out of the earth hauing two 
| hornes like the Lambe , but ſpeaking like the Dragon, wee 
WER expounded the earth to be the Church militant , F; 
| et 3t in the better part , as conferred and layde oppoſite to the 
ſea from whence the former beaſt did proceede , taking the ſea for gentiliſme 
and the earth for Chriſtianiſme. 7f it ſhall better pleaſe any to take the 
earth in'that place in the worſer part , then doth it ſignifi corruption, ſi- 
perſiition, terreſtriall appetites, and earthly conceipres of heauenly matters, 
and in whether ſoeuer part the worde be interpreted , the deſignation of the 
perſon there expreſſed 1s the ſame and receiuerh no alteration, 

Whereas in the thirde verſe of the xiy Chapter , there beeing mention 
enade , that one of the ſeauen heades of the Romaine Empire was as it were 
wounded to death but the deadly wounde thergof was healed, we there ex- 
pounde that heade to be Rome and Fralie , and the wounde to bee /; will 
wares, which interpretation is inftified by rruth of hiſtorie , yet conſode-= 
ring the courſe f this propheſie and the expoſition of the Angell in the 
xvy chapter mn theſe wordes , the ſcanen heades are ſeauen hilles whereon 
zhe woman ſitteth, they are alſo ſeauen Kinges, fixe are fallen, one js, an- 
other is not yet come , and when hee commeth he ſhall continue but a ſhort 
time , and the beaft that was, and is not , is the eight, and one of the 
ſeauen, | 

We imcline rather to this interpretation that followeth , and one of h;s 
heades was as it were wounded to death , and his deadlie wounde was hea- 
led. The ſeauen heades ſignified ſcauen K inges, or ſoutraigne gonernours, 
that hawe ruled, and borne chiefe authoritie within the citie of Rome. The 


' frft were Kinges, the ſeconde Conſulles, the thirde Diftators, the fourth 


decem viri, che fift were Tribunes Militare , the fixt Romaine Empe- 
rours , the ſeuenth French Emperours, the head that had the deadly wound 


but was healed , was the ſoxt : which receiued that wounde in the death 6 


Iulius Czſar and which wounde was twelue yeares after cured by Augu- 
ſtus for in Iulius Czſar the Emperours beganne: and in him that heade 
had like to hawe ended, but that the deadly wounde thereof was cured by 
Auguſtus as for the triummuirate jt was no heade,but a ovpernwyghauing 
z14Ft in the deadly wound of the ſixt head, of theſe ſeanen heads, when Saint 
Tohn wrore this propheſie , fine were fallen , that is the K inges , Conſulles, 
D##aters, Decem yiri, and Tribunes militare , ene was which was the 
Romaine Emperors, an other was not yet come , that is the French Empe- 
roters . And when he came he was to continue but a ſhort timcc, it continued 
not the eight part of the time of the former, and the beaſt that was , that js 
the Popedome , which was prefigured in Xgypt and Babylon and is ner, 
that is had nor yet attayned to that power and amtheritie , Is the eight, that 


24 


taking 


Annotatinos. + © 8 
3: the eight ſaueraigne, gowernour of Rome, and js one of the ſeauen that is 


40 ſaye » Romaine Emperonr , This Pope Boniface the eight well declared, 
when as in a great Inbilie at Rome, he went one day in his pontificall attire, 
as Romaine Eyſhoppe, and the next day in his robes Jmperiall as Romayne 
Emperour in the one he ſhewed himſelfe as the eight, in the other as one of 
the. ſeauen, | WY YE 8. 

They that miſlike this interpretation will affirme that there were either 
fewer ſoueraigne gonernours of Rome or more if they ſaye there were fewer 
they will be conuinced by the auncient hiſtories of Rome by the which wee 
ſhall proue the firſt fine ſo preciſely as the 2ccaſion of their beginning , the 
time of their continuance, the cauſe of their ceaſmg , the perticular perſons 
that gowerned in enerie of them ſhall manifeſily appeare. 7f farther to leſſer 
the number, they ſhall confounde the ſexth and ſeauenth heade , that js the 
Romaine and the French Emperours,they (hal attribute more to the French 
then ener themſelues claimed or had either in power or dignitie for Charles 
the great firft founder of thas Empire,claimed but the Empire of the Weſt, 
and in his time the Romaine Emperotars dwelling in C p44 wet nople and 
gouerning Rome and Italic by anexarchant , partly by the treacherous 
pratt;ſes of Rome and Italie, p.ertly by the forces and armes of the Kinges 
of Lumburdic, was depriued firt of his tributes and after of his terrizo- 
ries inTtalic, ſo that the King of Lumbardes poſſeſſing » and inuading all 
the Byſhoppe of Rome for his ewne benefie imployed the ayde of Charles 
the great : who <A came into Italie ; overthrew the Lumbardes 
was made Emperour of the WefF , and gaue Rome to the Pope , not to bee 
ſaneraigne of it, but to hold it of him and his heives in fee. 

Bur after the line of Charles the great was extinguiſhed, which 
continued not aboue a hundred yeeres , a ſhorre time inreſpe&t of the 
former, the Popes attained the ſuffraintie of Rome both as Byſhoppes and 
Emperours, ſo became they the eight and one of the ſeaucn, as Boniface 
the eight manifeſtle declaxed, | 
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Eternall God and heauenly Father,whoſe might is 
i incftable;whoſe mercies incſtimable,ve thy pooxe 
ſ*creatures'& moſt ynprofitable ſeruanrs inall hum- 
| AY Al blenes of minde , do proſtrate our ſclues before the 
IJEZRIRRS throne of thy maicthe,yelding vhto thee with moſt 
Feruent arts andfairhynfained;rheSacritice of prayſe & thankſ< 

wing#Thy mightdid make vs when we were nothing , our lewd- 
N we Vs when We Wcre made;'thy meracſaued VS, when we 
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